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Ethiopia 


EPLF Kills 30 Dergue Troops Near Segeneyti 
EA2407202888 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1630 GMT 24 Jul 88 


[Text] The heroic EPLF forces this morning attacked a 
Dergue battalion which attempted to enter Hardish Adi 
village from eastern Segeneyti. In the engagement, which 
occurred this morning, our heroic combatants killed 30 
Dergue soldiers, wounded 52 others and captured five. 
They also captured 22 light and medium weapons. The 
remnants of the Dergue soldiers were forced to retreat. 


It should be recalled that 2 days ago, an heroic EPLF squad 
ambushed an APC of the Dergue force along the Asmera- 
Adi Keyih road near Mai and burnt the APC together with 
seven of its occupants. Two of those in the APC were 
captured while the other five were burnt in the ambush. 


Tigray Administrator Visits Reconstructed Town 
EA2607213988 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 26 Jul 88 


[Text] We have just received the following news: The 
ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY reports that a team led by 
Comrade Legese Asfaw, Political Bureau member and sec- 
retary of the WPE Central Committee, chief administrator 
of the state of emergency administration in Tigray region, 
recently visited the site of the construction work being done 
in Inda Silase town by our Third Revolutionary Force. The 
team inspected repair work on water and power services as 
well as on other works destroyed by terrorist bandits and 
which have resumed services after being repaired by our 
third revolutionary force. 


Comrade Legese briefed the force on the resolutions of 
the second session of the National Shengo regarding the 
anti-people mission of the bandits, as well as on the 
noble battles fought and victories won so far by the force 
at Samre, Maychew, Amba Alage, Adigrat, Hagere 
Selam, Abiyadi Adowa, Aksum and Adi Dairo. Comrade 
Legese said: Our revolutionary force must win more 
victories and the struggle must continue until the terror- 
ist and mercenary bandits are completely destroyed. 


The agency also reports that our Third Revolutionary 
Force, continuing its pursue-and-destroy mission against 
the terrorist and mercenary bandits who are dug in in 
Tigray region, recently demolished the bandits dug in in 
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Adi Dairo in Shire Province and cleared the area. 
Numerous bandits were killed and wounded during this 
campaign. Numerous bandits, weapons, supplies and 
communications radios were also captured. The struggle 
continues with determination. 


Tanzania 


Angola’s De Moura Briefs Mwinyi on Peace Talks 
MB2607111488 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 25 Jul 88 


[Text] Angolan Deputy External Relations Minister 
Venancio de Moura delivered a message to Tanzanian 
head of state Ali Hassan Mwinyi in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. This was the last of messages that Comrade 
Presideni Jose Eduardo dos Santos addressed to his 
Frontline counterparts. The Angolan deputy external 
relations minister also delivered messages to the presi- 
dents of Mozambique, Zambia, Botswana, and Zimba- 
bwe that briefed them on the advances made toward 
peace in southwestern Africa. 


Deputy Minister Venancio de Moura also briefed the 
Frontline leaders on peace prospects in the region in light 
of quadripartite talks by Angola, Cuba, South Africa, 
and the United States. It will be noted that the forthcom- 
ing quadripartite meeting at the expert level will be held 
in Geneva, from 2-4 August. 


A new round of talks at the military level was held on 22 and 
23 July, on Sal Island, Cape Verde, between Angola, Cuba, 
and South Africa, under U.S. mediation, to exchange views 
on the military situation in southwestern Africa. 


The previous meetings were held in London and Cairo at 
the ministerial level, and in New York at the expert level. 
Another meeting was held at the expert level in Brazza- 
ville, but only between Angola and South Africa. 


All these meetings resulted in a common platform of 
understanding in New York entitled the Principles for a 
Peaceful Solution in Southwestern Africa. There are 14 
principles that, among other things, provide for: the 
South African withdrawal from Angola, the indepen- 
dence for Namibia on the basis of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435/78, and the subsequent redeployment 
toward northern Angola and gradual withdrawal of 
Cuban Forces from the Angolan territory. The principles 
also provide for a guarantee from all sides to respect 
these principles and the accords that may result thereof. 
The program of principles has already been approved by 
the governments of Angola, Cuba, and South Africa. 
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Angola 


UNITA Issues Statement on Capture of Bailundo 
MB2707192888 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 27 Ju! 88 


[Text] The UNITA movement in Angola says that it 
captured one of the most important towns in Huambo 
Province this week in a fierce battle in which 52 Angolan 
Government troops were killed. The movement says, in 
a statement in Lisbon, that it lost 5 of its troops in the 
attack on the town of Bailundo. The statement said that 
a large quantity of arms had been captured, including 40 
Soviet AK rifles, a B-10 antitank cannon and an 82mm 
mortar launcher with 52 bombs and 70 rocket launchers. 


Cites Details of P .ttle 
MB2807064288 (Clandestine) Voi. of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0608 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Special communique by the FALA chief of staff, issued 
in Jamba on 26 July] 


[Text] UNITA has intensified its military actions against 
the Luanda minority government, which is being kept in 
power by the Soviets and the Cubans. 


On 25 July 1988, our forces took the town of Bailundo, one 
of the most important towns in Huambo Province. The 
three FAPLA battalions stationed in Bailundo fled in disar- 
ray after a 6-hour battle. It has been confirmed that our 
forces killed 52 FAPLA soldiers; among whom Second 
Lieutenant Miguel Mandimbo, commander of Battalion 
737; Second Lieutenant Ricardo de Oliveira, head security 
in Bailundo; Second Lieutenant Feliciano Virulo, chief of 
logistics; and Sergeant Pedro Antonio, artillery chief. 


Our forces captured 40 AK-47, automatic | B-10 anti- 
aircraft cannon, one 82-mm mortar, 40,000 rounds of 
ammunition for AK-47 rifles, 70 RPG-7 shells, sixty-five 
60-mm mortar shells and 152 shells for 82-mm mortars. 
Our forces also captured six FAPLA soldiers, among 
whom Sergeant Jose David, who was a nurse with one of 
the FAPLA battalions attacked at Bailundo. 


Our forces burned seven military vehicles used to carry 
cargo, which our forces found at a motor pool. The 
UNITA forces also destroyed the buildings of the Bai- 
lundo FAPLA command. 


At the same time, our forces destroyed the bridge over 
_s@ Queve River, on the road between Huambo, the 
capital of Huambo Province, and Bailundo. 
Our forces suffered 5 dead and | 1 wounded. 


For a free fatherland or death! 


United we shall win! 
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Jamba, the bastion of Angolan resistance, on 26 July 1988. 


[Signed] Chief of Staff General Demostenes Amos Chi- 
lingutila 


7 MPLA Troops Killed Between Huambo, Benguela 
MB2807082688 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0610 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] In an attack on an enemy outpost on the road 
between Huambo and Benguela, our forces killed seven 
MPLA soldiers. According to military sources in Jamba, 
the FALA forces fought successfully and the (?so-called) 
FAPLA troops fled in disarray after being fired on for a 
few minutes. Our freedom fighters also captured an 
assortment of Soviet-made military equipment. 


Communique Reports 75 UNITA Troops Killed 
MB2807053888 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] In various parts of the country over the last week, 
the FAPLA forces killed 75 UNITA bandits and cap- 
tured another 7. A communique issued by the FAPLA 
chief of staff yesterday also disclosed that our forces 
captured 58 automatic weapons, 4 grenade launchers, | 
two-way radio, and other military equipment. 


The FAPLA forces also freed 98 people, while a further 
6 people who had fled from bandit captivity turned 
themselves in to the authorities. 


The communique regretted the deaths of FAPLA soldiers, 
but it noted that the bandits had concentrated on defense- 
less people, mining roads, and attacks against economic 
targets. 


With regard to the South African enemies, the commu- 
nique noted that, during the last week, the South African 
Army’s actions dwindled considerably, although it car- 
ried out a number of (attacks) against Cuito Cuanavale. 


9 Killed in Canhambuca 
MB2707200888 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] The national defense and security forces stationed 
in Luimbale district recently killed nine UNITA bandits 
in the service of the racist regime. During the operation, 
which took place in the Canhambuca region, FAPLA 
captured seven G-3's, four clips, seven knapsacks, one 
receiver, one 60-mm shell, and various documents. 


MPLA Reportedly Attacks Civilians with Gunships 
MB2807061988 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0602 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 28 Jul 
(KUP}—MPLA troops using Soviet made helicopter gun- 
ships are reported to have been carrying out intensive 
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bombardments on civilian targets on the outskirts of the 
town of Negage in the northern Angolan province of Uige 
over the past several days, reliable reports reaching the 
UNITA news agency, KUP, from the area have disclosed. 


According to the reports, the bombardment of civilian 
targets to the south, southwest and east of Negage, began 
on July 19 following an order issued by the Luanda 
regime’s commander for the northern front. 


According to the reports, the action follows an exodus of 
civilians from Negage into the surrounding bush over the 
past several months to escape from growing insecurity and 
harrassment by MPLA troops. Efforts by the MPLA 
authorities to persuade the civilians to return to the town 
have so far been rejected, leading the Luanda regime to 
resort to military force. 


The reports did not give immediate figures of casualties in 
the bombardments, but it is believed that many civilians 
have so far been killed or injured in the operation. 


Botswana 


Police Release 2 RSA Detainees Without Charges 
MB2807093588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0847 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Gaborone July 28 SAPA—Botswana police 
briefly held two South African men who were arrested by 
a Botswana Defence Force Patrol near a Gaborone 
garage on Monday evening, the BOTSWANA PRESS 
ASSOCIATION reported today. 


Botswana’s CID [Criminal Investigation Division] head, 
Calvin Sekwabase, said the men, who had been under 
surveillance for some time, were arrested under very 
suspicious circumstances. Their vehicle, bearing a South 
African registration, had been found parked near a 
brewery at about 9 pm with the two men inside. 


The men, whose names had not been released, were 
interrogated in connection with security matters and 
released yesterday afternoon. Mr Sekwabase said the 
men were released after the police had cleared the 
suspicion. They have already returned to South Africa. 


On June 20, units of the Botswana police foiled a South 
African Defence Force raid into Gaborone after the 
would-be intruders were caught near Kgale Catholic 
Mission. They crossed the border back to South Africa 
after firing at an unarmed police patrol. 


Two of the alleged South African commandos were subse- 
quently arrested and have been charged under th~ National 
Security Act. Three other people of South African origin, 
two of them private company executives, have since been 
charged under the country’s security laws. 
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SWATF Communique Details Angola Border Clash 
MB2707132988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1328 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 27 SAPA—Security forces in 
northern SWA/Namibia killed six attackers in a shoot- 
out of more than 30 minutes at Oshikango near the 
Angolan border last night, the SWA Territory Force said 
in a communique in Windhoek today. 


The security forces suffered no losses, but four soldiers 
were reported to be slightly injured. 


The SWATF said a group of 10 men dressed in the uniforms 
of the Angolan Armed Forces carried out a stand-off bom- 
bardment on the northern-most water tower in SWA/Na- 
mibia at about 9 pm. They fired 10 inortar bombs of 82mm 
caliber and 20 rifle grenades, supported by small-arms fire. 


In the ensuing skirmishes, the attackers suffered losses 
and fled, the SWATF said. 


It was not known whether the attackers were members of the 
Angolan Government Army or a contingent of SWAPO 
insurgerits who were assimilated in a combined Cuban and 
Angolan military build-up in south-western Angola. 


The SWATF said the security forces captured 48 mortar 
bombs, 10 hand grenades, six RPGs, three RPG 75 launchers, 
rifle grenades, and an SKS rifle and assorted uniform items. 


RSA Concentrating Troops, Weapons in North 
AB2707120988 Dakar PANA in French 1136 GMT 
27 Jul 88 


{Text} Luanda, 27 Jul (NAMPA/PANA)—South Africa is 
concentrating military weapons and is moving troops in 
large numbers in Namibia, according to reports from Wind- 
hoek. The South African regime has in the past weeks been 
sending troops and military equipment to the vattle zone in 
the northern part of Namibia, at the border with Angola. 


According to the same sources, these military maneuvers are 
marked by the concentration of troops in Okahandja and 
Otonwarongo in the central part of Namibia. Extra fighter 
planes have also been deployed to the Ondangwa Air Base 
about 60 km from the Angolan border. The South African 
regime has in the past month. expanded its military bases in 
Ocono, Eenhawa, and Okzongo in northern Namibia. 


It is said that the Pretoria regime is trying to mobilize its 
reserve troops for operations in Namibia, where SWAPO 
fighters have intensified the armed struggle against the 
occupation forces. 
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In another development, the South African regime 
recently bought new combat planes from Argentina to 
replace the 40 planes destroyed last month by the Ango- 
lan Air Force during the fighting at Cuito Cuanavale and 
in other battles. 


New Rights Bill ‘State of Emergency’ Alternative 
MB26071 14388 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
22-28 Jul 88 p 4 


[By Mbatjiua Ngavirue] 


{Text} A harsh new law which virtually makes it a criminal 
offence for anyone to call for school boycotts or labour 
strikes was proposed in the National Assembly on Tuesday. 
The proposed law, called the Protection of Fundamental 
Rights Bill, was introduced in the Assembly by the interim 
government Minister of Justice, Mr Fanuel Kozonguizi. 


The measure, which is ostensibly aimed at extending che 
protecticn offered by the Bill of Fundamental Rights, 
has already been widely criticised as doing the opposite 
of what was intended in the Bill of Rights. 


It is seen by many as an attempt by the government to find 
an alternative to the “state of emergency” that hardliners in 
the military and the police had been advocating. 


The draconian provisions of the planned state of emer- 
gency were exposed in the 17 June edition of THE 
NAMIBIAN, and publication of the plan led to the 
five-day detention of the editor of the newspaper. 


At the time it was rumoured that “moderate” members 
within the cabinet opposed the proposed state of emergency. 


But the introduction of Mr Kozonguizi’s bill, together 
with the tabling of another bill relating to schools n the 
same day, is seen as an attempt to appease hardliners in 
the cabinet who support the tough line taken by the army 
and the police. 


Mr Kozonguizi said that the aim of the proposed law was to 
protect peoples universal right to have access to, and enjoy 
the facilities, amenities and services provided by the govern- 
ment and other public and private, concerns and enterprises. 


He said that when drafting the bill he had specifically 
aimed at preventing: 


—The disruption and damage caused to schools and 
other educational institutions during the last quarter. 


—The pressure put on workers and scholars to stay away 
from work and school. 


—The fear instilled in the community to prevent them 
from making use of public facilities and services created 
for their use. 
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—The threat that people will be prevented from doing 


business with enterprises that they normally deal with. 


The minister said the Bill of Fundamental Rights guar- 
anteed a person the right to express one’s views, and 
freely to canvass support for them. 


“This bill is meant to guarantee the right of the other 
person to disagree with you without feeling that he is 
being threatened.” 


Mr Kozonguizi said when explaining his reasons for 
introducing the bill, that forces of anarchy operating in 
the country were misusing children and working people 
for their own political and other ulterior motives. 


He said that children, workers and a large portion of the 
community were being deprived of the amenities, facil- 
ities, services and opportunities created for their benefit 
from the limited resources of this country. 


“This, in any man’s language amounts to an infringe- 
ment and violation of the rights of the people of our 
beloved country, and creates a situation which cannot be 
tolerated by any responsible government.” 


“At the same time no responsible government can allow 
a situation in which the administration of the land is 
being disrupted by school children being on the streets 
rather than in classrooms and workers being at home 
rather than at work.” 


He rejected union leader Ben Ulenga’s statement that the 
two day stay away had not been called by unions, but by 
parents who were members of unions. 


Minister Kozonguizi said that parents who were union 
members knew like all other parents where to go with 
grievances related to the education of their children. 


He said that people were not being told that the South 
West Africa Police bases near schools had been estab- 
lished with the full knowledge, and possibly at the 
request of the Administration for Owambos. 


To bolster his case he claimed that a new school under 
the Administration for Owambos was being built in the 
north-eastern corner of the operational area. 


“The question is, who planned it, and when it was 
planned, and why next to the base?” 


“Mr Peter Kalafgula was told that he should discuss the 
issue of the bases with the transitional government. And 
I am certain that the TGNU [Transitional Government 
of National Unity] would be positive should we receive 
such a request from Mr Kalangula:” 


He accused the Administration of having abdicated its’ 
responsibilities and handed them over to school chil- 
dren, workers and parents. 
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The Protection of Fundamental Rights Bill makes a 
person guilty of an offence punishable by a fine not 
exceeding R20,000 or imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding 10 years if he: 


“Without any lawful reason, in any manner whatsoever, 
uses or publishes any language or does any act or thing 
with intent to induce or to persuade any other person or 
persons in general” 


(i) to impede, interrupt or stop in any manner the 
functions or activities of any education institution. 


(11) to abstain, temporarily or permanently, from atiend- 
ing any class or lecture at any educational institution. 


(iii) to obstruct! or attempt to obstruct in any manner, 
any other person...or, from participating in any other 
lawful activity at such educational institution. 


Similarly with regard to strikes and worker stayaways it 
makes it an offence to induce or persuade workers to: 


(i) to stay away, temporarily or permanently, from his 
place of employment, or to refuse to perform or refrain 
from performing his duties. 


To leave room for what the interim government considers 
legitimate industrial action, the bill states that the legisla- 
tion will not apply to any act called for by a trade union 
registered under the Wage and Industrial Concil:ation Act. 


SWANU President Outlines Organization's Goals 
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{“Extracts” from an interview with Vekuii Rukoro; 
president of South-West African National Union, by 
staff reporter Rajah Munamava “some time this 
week"’—place not given] 


[Text] A revamped and reconstructured SWANU 
[South-West African National Union] (P) saw a shake-up 
in its leadership last weekend; the rise of “new stars” in 
the form of its “young lions and hawks” to its politburo; 
the fall of some of its old guard; the adoption of 
unspecified action-related proposals—all these with a 
view to transforming the organisation into a credible 
fighting instrument in the total liberation of Namibia. 


Congress has raised new high hopes for the ordinary 
SWANU (P) member, word is running around that things 
will never be the same for this oldest Namibian movement, 
and that it’s just a matter of time before Pretoria will have 
contend with another force. Well, time will tell. 


Staff reporter, Rajah Munamava spoke to the new Pres- 
ident, Mr Vekuii Rukoro, this week and what follows are 
extracts from the interview. 
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Q - How would you characterise SWANU? Is it nation- 
alist? Is it a revolutionary movement? What is it? Where 
would you place it in the political spectrum? 


A - SWANU is all of those things you have mentioned. It 
iS nationalist in form, socialist in character and a revo- 
lutionary movement and a democratic one. 

Democratic in the sense that we subscribe to the doctrine 
that the membership of SWANU and ultimately the 
people of Namibia are the final arbiters of the destiny of 
this country. We believe in a political leadership that is 
accountable to the people at all times; in that sense we 
believe firmly in the principles of democracy. 


We are revolutionary movement in the sense that we 
envisage and we are fighting for the total and complete 
overthrow of the existing political system and the sub- 
stitution therefore by a fundamental socio-economic 
order that will change the property relations between the 
haves and the have-nots. 


We also subscribes to the doctrine that although obvi- 
ously we are a peace loving people and we would like to 
see our independence come in a peaceful way and as part 
of a negotiated settlement, we are not pacifist and if 
necessary we will defend our rights with other means. 


Q - What has been the greatest contribution by your 
party to the liberation struggle in Namibia? 


A - As you know, “WANU was formed way back in 1959, 
as the first nationalist black movement in this country 
uniting all the social strata of the oppressed and colo- 
nised people of Namibia. 


Since that time SWANU has made its contributions in 
various ways especially in the political field, where we 
continued to organise and mobilise, to conscientise them 
because as you might very well know, no revolution can 
succeed with unorganised people, and united people, 
however small they may be, can succeed in the type of 
struggle or war that we are engaged in. 


So SWANU’s contribution has been particularly in the 
political arena but we have also made a modest contribution 
in the diplomatic field, where since the 1960's, we have 
maintained representation abroad in various capitals and 
where our representatives there continue to be sensitive on 
the Namibian issue, to inform them of the illegality, the 
immorality of the continued colonisation by the unholy 
alliance between South Africa and other imperialist forces, 
the collaboration by multinational enterprises in the exploi- 
tation of our resources, both minerals and human. 


Q - Critics of your party say that SWANU is more of an 
elite, intellectual organisation rather than a down to earth 
mass movement. Do you agree with that 'ine of thinking? 


A - Its absolute balderdash; that is empty criticism that is 
not backed by facts. 
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SWANU is a mass organisation, it is not a party of 
intellectuals for the simple reason that you simply have 
to go to the countryside where we draw our support and 
the various centres, even here in Katutura, and you will 
find that every 9 out of 10 of the ordinary SWANU 
members are not intellectuals and have not even seen the 
inside of a high school. 


I would simply reject those characterisations and accu- 
sations as being typical of those who would like to 
confine SWANU to the periphery of Namibian politics, 
a place and role which we refuse to accept. 


SWANU is a nationalist movement, and its a revolution- 
ary organisation which has the job of contributing, 
together with others, to the liberation of this country. We 
have a number of intellectuals in our party especially 
abroad, but so do other parties. I think the charge is 
totally without foundation. 


Q - Mr Rukoro, could you describe events leading to the 
sudden rise of SWAPO in the sixties to become the leading 
force in the liberation struggle and the apparent demise of 
SWANU which had been on the political scene a little bit 
earlier and had enjoyed support form such quarters as 
Peking, Dar es Salaam and Cairo among others. 


A - Within three months of the formation of SWANU in 
1959, it not only played the instrumental role but the 
critical role in mobilising the people of Namibia to resist 
the forceful removal from what was called the old 
location which resulted in the police shooting of some 
people, and of course as part of the SWANU leadership 
we had celebrated names like the current President of 
SWAPO, Comrade Sam Nujoma, being a founder mem- 
ber and an executive member, among other people, but 
then about 9 months later in April 1960, OPO [Ovambo 
People’s Organization] was transformed into SWAPO at 
the insistence of Mr Mburumba Kerina who advised 
Comrade Nujoma and others to take that move. 


Purely from retroactive analysis of the situation, | still 
wonder what was the necessity in April 1960, four 
months after the most unifying event that had ever 
rocked Namibia in a long time for Kerina and others to 
have felt the necessity to transform OPO into yet another 
political organisation. 


And I think that move, whatever the considerations, and 
from that day onwards, was when the seed of destructive 
party politics in this country was sown. 


Then obviously, the parties went into exile, both 
SWANU leadership, except that the SWANU leadership 
in terms of its executive, its final political decision- 
making mechanism still remained within the country, 
and then we obviously bogged down into the superpower 
politics between the Soviet Union on th one hand and 
China on the other. 
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In the political leadership of the day in the two parties in 
my Opinion, some serious political misjudgements were 
made. Our movements and the political future of this 
country became the football of these for mobilising 
various forces at an international level to push SWAPO 
ahead at the expense of SWANU and some of our own 
domestic problems did not help the situation for us. This 
is aS far as I know the history of that period. 


Q - Would you say SWANU is set to recover from this 
apparent demise to become another leading force in the 
liberation struggle? 


A - SWANU has not recovered fully, we are engaging 
ever since that period to try and launch the movement 
on the political map of this country. 


We have been having a number of setbacks such as the 
1984 episode when some of our erstwhile prominent 
members had to be kicked out of the party because of the 
new collaborationist positions they adopted. 


But we do not seriously speaking regret that move because 
to us it turned out to be a purification process, ideologically 
the party is very much united than ever before and the next 
phase now after this congress is one where we have to 
re-embark upon the reconstruction of the movement as an 
operational and effective machinery of change. 


That ts our challenge and may challenge now that | am in 
the leadership of the party—at the very top—and I have 
no doubt that we are determined to make this a success 
however long that may take. 


Q - Mr Rukoro, some people will argue that SWANU has 
not broken away from its traditional Herero base support to 
encompass or rally others groups behind its struggle, so 
much so that its branches today can be found in Herero 
speaking areas. Would you agree with that line of thinking? 


A - Up toa point, only in the sense that it 1s undeniable that 
the political base of SWANU traditionally has been and 1s 
still amongst the Herero speaking people which would 
include the Mbanderu Community under Chief Munjuku. 


But that does not say that SWANU membership ts 
confined to Herero speaking people only. We have 
members in other communities, down south among 
some of the Nama communities, and especially in the 
Damara community we have a sizeable following. I can 
go on but I don’t like to talk along tribal lines, it’s not 
inherent in our political culture. 


All I can say 1s that our biggest disappointment up to 
now 1s the very limited support among the people in the 
north but there are many explanations for this. 


Some of them which have nothing to do with SWANU or its 
organisational capabilities but these are things which I can 
put squarely at the door of the colonising powers for obvious 
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reasons like the kind of emergency situations that resulted in 
the arrangement that if you happen to be a non Ovarmbo, 
you have no business in going to Ovambo. 


I don’t know how many time: I was turned back at 
Oshivello in the period 1975-79 simply because I was not 
an Ovambo. These are some of the factors that have 
contributed to this situation, but I can tell you now that 
if you come for another interview in five years, you will 
find a completely different situation. 


Q - Having taken over the leadership of SWANU, what 
do you think are the prospects in the future hold for the 
party and the country? 


A - Everything depends on how we are going to proceed, it's 
a big challenge for SWANU, I see my role as that of going 
out there to the people, having door-to-door campaigns, 
Organising the people, re-conscientising them because you 
simply have to accept one fact that Namibian politics has 
never been the same from the year 1980 until today. 


The enemy has made significant inroads in the national 
liberation movement, a whole elite of black middle class 
has taken shape in this country which provide a formi- 
dable challenge to the national liberation movement and 
therefore we need to see how we can deal with these 
people, if we can't deal with them, how can we co-opt 
them so that they can become useful allies in the national 
liberation movement rather than to write them off as 


simply puppets of the system. 


That's why I am saying the primary task of the move- 
ment will be to organise at grassroots level, then consol- 
idate that support, at the same time work out or concen- 
trate On various action-related proposals that were put 
before congress. We have a number of strategic goals that 
we have set ourselves which we intend to implement 
during the term of my office. 


Unfortunately | can't go into them, | guess we have 
become more mature on how to do things and we intend 
to succeed in our goals. 


Q - Looking at the leadership that has come up after 
congress, it appears “young hawks” if | amy call them 
that have taken over leadership while old stalwarts such 
as Kangueehi, Tjozongoro, Tjijenda and some many 
others have gone off. Is there a reason for this? 


A - They are not hawks, they are just maybe young 
dynamic, determined and maybe this reflect the chang- 
ing times that we are entering a new phase of the struggie. 


We have to recognise that Namibia is a special case, it's 
not only a colonial struggle that we are fighting. Whilst 
we are colonised, we have also entered the new neo- 
colonial phase, judging by the kind of structures that 
Pretoria has implemented in this country. 
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And to deal with that kind of strugg'e, in both the 
anti-colon:al war and the anti-neocc!onial offensive that 
we have to deal with, new strategies are called for. 


This explains partly some of the new changes. But make no 
mistake, people like Tjozongoro and others are not out of 
the SWANU political process, it’s simply a re-arrangement 
of forces and resources and re-allocation resources and 
obviously as you might have noticed not all the names of the 
Executive and Poistburo have been released. 


Q - Has SWANU finally officially adopted the concept of 
Black Consciouness and if so what is the relevancy of this 
doctrine to the situation here? 


A - In order to answer your question in perspective or in 
context, one must go hack to the 1950’s when SWANU 
was formed. SWANU was formed to be used as a vehicle 
by the oppressed and colonised people of this country in 
their struggle against South Africa. 


It 1s therefore ihe vehicle to be used in organising these 
people and in prosecuting the struggle against South 
Africa. It is the political home for the homeless, the 
disadvantaged and the oppressed in our country. 


SWANU membership 1s therefore open and has always been 
open to all and any person who satisfies that definition. 
Black Consciousness obviously is a most relevant tool or 
philosophy in a struggle of this nature especially where you 
have colonialism combined with racism. 


Whereby our people are told and have been told at birth 
that they are inferior. 


You may challenge me and say that ‘ook here, that me, you 
and that guy don’t accept that whites are superior to us, but 
I tell you that for every black person here in this country 
who feels that he is the equal of a white, there will be nine 
out th-re, even in Katutura, who don't believe so. 


Something is wrong with the minds, the psychology of 
our people and this is where Black Consciousness 1s 
relevant in our struggle, to conscientise blacks, to bring 
them to a stage where they will accept that we are not 
second class citizens, we are not second ciuss individuals, 
we are the equals of every person on this globe and that 
the primary responsibility to liberate ourselves rests with 
ourselves, the colonised, and not with whoever wants to 
sympathise with us or whoever supports our cause. 


Obviously we do not deny the legitimate role of others to 
contribute to the overall struggle, but I think SWANU 
has accepted the doctrine that the first responsibility to 
liberate the people of this country, namely the oppressed 
black people of this country, rests with those people 
themselves and Black Consciousness 1s an unceniable 
tool of organisation in that process. 
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So it is not a recent thing that SWANU has proclaimed 
Black Consciousness. Black Consciousness is part of 
being a black nationalist, it is part of the SWANU roots 
way back since in 1959. 


It is simply that now the name Black Consciousness has 
become a heresy for whatever considerations, but I dare 
Say that any movement in this country ever since its 
formation in the 1950's or early 1960's started as a black 
nationalist organisation that inherently implied some 
acceptance, wittingly on unwittingly, of the underlying 
assumptions of Black Consciousness. 


Q - Mr Rukoro, are there any differences in terms of 
policies or ideology between SWANU and SWAPO? 


A - I will be honest with you by saying that during my 
term of office as SWANU President, | do not want to 
address those questions that emphasise what separates 
SWANU from other progressive groups in this country. 


I am only going to address myself to those questions that 
unite us, those things that we have in common, that we 
should exploit to the maximum so that we can have a united 
Namibian liberation movement, either as one group or at 
least in the form of a workable patriotic front, therefore I 
beg your pardon that I have to decline to answer any 
questions relating to—this is SWANU, this is SWAPO— 
and therefore we differ. | would rather concentrate on what 
we have in common, that we are two sister parties, we have 
a gy cat deal in common, that we should be working on to the 
be nefit of this country and I hope that during my term of 
0 (fice we vill make this a reality. 


Q - Is there a role and if any what role would SWANU 
play in the event of talks on the implementation of 
UNSCR 435? 


A - Our belief is that the independence of ihis country in 
whatever shape or form is the inalienable right of every 
Namibian, individual as well as organisation. 


We happen to believe that SWANU is one such organi- 
sation, that we have a major role to play not only now in 
the process that wail lead to the decolonisation of Nami- 
bia but also the post independence period. 


Therefore we will appropriate to ourselves the right to be 
present at any such discussion. We only hope that we will 
be able to do so as a united Namibian people rather than 
various factions and groups that can only serve the 
interest of our enemies. 


I will conclude by saying that the question of talks 
leading to independerce is a crucial one. We should be 
learning from other situa*ions, Angola should have been 
a peaceful and prospervus country by now. 
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For some reason, some people were not given the oppor- 
tuniiy to exercise their right to self determination and 
independence and Angola finds itself after a decade now 
in a very unfortunate situation. 


Even where that right was fully exercised, like in Zim- 
babwe which had to go through a very painful period of 
instability, of external interference by South Africa 
which saw the potentiui to exploit the domestic situation 
in Zimbabwe. 


We, learning from these experiences, especially knowing 
that we are only one and half million people and we have a 
giant cf an enemy down south who is having his own serious 
domestic problems and who views Namibia with jealously 
when it comes to relations, we need to think twice before 
anyone can say, look here, | am so important, I don’t need 
you guys and I am going to exclude you. 


You may succeed in excluding people and even arriving 
at what one might think 1s fair, parties such as the one | 
lead, will not accept a situation whereby South Africa or 
anybody else is going to try and exclude us from our 
birthright - to exercise oui inalienable right to self 
determination, we will conti:ue with the struggle in one 
shape or another and I think this 1s true of many other 
groups who ":nfortunately in the case of some, may even 
be exploited by South Afca just like UNITA. In that 
case our independence, whoever is in power at that 
point, would have been absolutely in vain. 


Q - SWANU seems to have some reservation, if not total 
objection, to the line taken by NANSO [Namibian National 
Student Organisation] of supporting SWAPO us they see it 
and recognising SWAPO as the only liberation movement in 
Namibia whereas they define others as mere political par- 
ties. Can you comment on this. 


A - We think that it is a regrettable move on the part of 
NANSO as the Namibian National Student Organisa- 
tion, which was founded with the aim of uniting all the 
progressive student communities in this country. !t has 
made signijicant successes in this regard and it was on 
that basis that it has gained, | suspect, limitec interna- 
tional acceptability in some circles. 


For NANSO at this very critical point in time to turn 
around and for no apparent reascn, for no apparent 
reason whatsoever, to feel the necessity to be placed in a 
situation where they have to pick and choose among the 
camp oi The progressives is a retrogressive move which 1s 
only going to be to the credit of the enemy. 


That's why we feel that NANSO should very urgently 
reconsider their position and re-consolidate its ranks 
because | can tell you now that there are thousands and 
thousands of students ouiside the urban areas, who up to 
now have not been tapped by NANSO whatsoever, who 
do not belong for instance to SWAPO, some of them 
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even to SWANU, but these are potential NANSO mem- 
bers. But when NANSO becomes a party political stu- 
dent movement obviously by definition the youth of 
other movements cannot belong to tha! organisation. 


This is why I think NANSO has taken a retrogressive 
move, it introduces competition within the camp of 
progressives instead of consolidating that camp so that 
we can compete with the camp of reactionaries. 


As far as the definition that a national liberation move- 
ment is one that 1s engaged in guerrilla war, | think, and 
I am not wrong on this one, that the above definition is 
the very first I have heard in my entire life. 


I am a widely travelled fellow, I have made specific 
studies of a number of revolutions of other societies and 
the way they have gained their independence 2nd I have 
never heard that the type of movement which fights for 
the independence of its country by means other than 
guerrilla wariare is not a national liberation movement. 


I suspect that the definition of political party may be 
something different from that which NANSO by impli- 
cation is attribut.ng to some of the non-SWAPO parties. 


Q - Does SWANU have contacts at the government level 
abroad? 


A - We have a number of contacts especiaily in the last 
two years that we have made with many countries in 
various parts of the world, but | am afraid I'm not at 
liberty to disclose them. 


Q - You have recently spoken out against disunity in the 
progressive camp which you have attributed to unfounded 
fear of either tribal or political domination or even the want 
of power. Can you point fingers, wo 1s guilty of what” 


A - No it will be very inconsistent with my genuine aad 
profound search for unity among the progressives. What 
I was trying to do was to engage in some form of critical 
self-analysis as well as comradely self criticism of the 
progressive camp that we have got to get o»r act together. 
Things have got to improve, either we sit down, talk it 
out and really work together in a meaningful way or we 
draw our lines. We stop pretending that we are allies, 
that’s what I was trying to grt at. 


There are people oui there who belong to the progressive 
camp who entertain some fear or another. For the greater 
part, this fear is misplaced and in some cases the fear is 
legitimate and we need to address that fear. 


On the other hand there are others, as you pointed out in 
your question, who want power at all costs, even at the 
cost of unity in the ranks of the progressives. 


If there are people in the progressive camp who cared to 
engage in the process of self analysis, he would realise that 
maybe I am one of such groups and this type of activity has 
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not been very helpful to the anti colonial struggle and its 
tume that we stop these kind of things. So I'm not going to 
point fingers, | am going to speak in general terms as part of 
the process of self criticism that things are not okay in our 
camp, that we are in the same boat for the better or for the 
worse, if one of us pricks a hole in the boat, we will be sunk 
together unless we swim together. 


Q-SWANU recently estatished what it called the Revolu- 
tionary Council. can you explain what this is and maybe 
elaborate on the duties the council is charged with? 


A - The Revolutionary Council has been a constitutional 
entity of SWANU for the last four years and it will 
continue tobe so except that a number of significant 
structural ci.anges have been made recently at our last 
congress and it is one of the main SWANU organs that 
we have to address the question of national liberation. 
That is as far as I can ge. 


Q - Mr Rukoro, rumour has 11 that with your election as 
President, you are going to go into exile o7 that scmehow 
you are bound to go into exile, 1s there any truth in that? 


A - Well, let's keep it at the level of a rumour. Normally one 
would not want to comment on rumours, is that not so? 


Q - Speculation is also rife that your recently announced 
“acuion-related proposals” entails an armed struggle 
campaign by your party—how true is that? 


A - One of the profound changes that you are going to see 
with our leadership nov 1s that we will not talk of things 
like armed struggle. You don’t talk about armed strugglc, 
that’s my only comment. 


Q - Then what is your perception of the armed struggle as 
it 1s being waged by SWAPO—has it been a success ora 
failure in your opinion? 


A - All can say is that we commend SWAPO on the 
heroic strugg' that the PLAN [Peoples’ Liberation Army 
of Namibia] guerriiias have been waging relentlessly for 
more than two decades, they have our fuil support in that 
regard and we hope that as the SWAPO President has 
said in New York last time, that the war is going to 
intensfy so as to hasten Namibian independence. 


In line with the policy that I want to pursue as part of my 
Presidency, | wouldn't want to engage in an evaluation of 
the efficacy or ctherwise of how PLAN has waged that war. 


Q - Low is SWANU able to survive financially, you have 
branches abroad? | gather you have activities abroad. 
How do you manage all these financially? 


A—99.9 percent, SWANU is completely self reliant, we rely 
on the support, the contribution and subscriptions by our 
members right here inside the country as well as abroad. 
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That is the truth, the other 0.1 percent is what we get from 
external agencies that is, people, institutions and govern- 
ments who are positively disposed towards the Namibian 
cause and the SWANU contribution to that cause. 


So our activities internally as well as abroad are financed 
on that basis, and I can tell you now that especially the 
ones abroad are not insignificant. 


Q - Does SWANU have offices abroad? 


A - We don’t have offices in the conventional sense, what 
we have is representation at various centres in Europe, in 
the Americas as well as on the African Continent. 


We have cadres who do their work, some of them on full 
time basis, others on on a part time basis, but given the 
circumstances, we judge it to be effective representation. 


Q - What support in terms of percentages does SWANU 
enjoy nationally and where would you put your mem- 
bership now? 


A - I don’t know. I don’t have the exact figures, I have a 
clear and rough idea of our membership but this is part 
of the strategic information that any sensible organisa- 
tion cannot release. 


What I can tell you, is that based on who I am, | cannot 
accept leadership of a party which represents husband, 
wife and kids. This is a nationalist mass movement and 
I have no doubt that given the right circumstances we 
will play our part because in this country change will 
come because various entities of the same constituency 
decides to progressively work meaningfully together. 


Q - In what areas, in what districts would you predict 
SWANU victory in the event of elections on the 435 
platform. 


A - The implementation of 435 in its present form 
implies that you have 7 months if not more, of electoral 
campaigning, conditions where you can go out in areas 
where we want to and some areas for the first time and 
put our case to the Namibian people. 


I have no doubt that the type of message that SWANU 
has to tell the people of this country, the type of 
leadership that we can offer, they type of future that we 
can promise, deliver and sustain to the people of this 
country, we will carry the day with the people of Nami- 
bia not in terms of winning the elections but carry the 
day in the sense that SWANU will be one of the few 
forces that will be around that day. 


My only hope is that we will be sensible enough to follow 
the example of one of Africa’s most remarkable leaders, 
namely Robert Mugabe, who before elections knew that 
he would win, but nevertheless invited Nkomo saying 
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that look here, we do not have to go into these elections 
as two Opposing parties when we both have been on 
receiving end of the enemy bullets together. 


But Nkomo, for opportunistic political reasons, decided not 
to take that invitation and he suffered a humiliating defeat. 


But Nevertheless Mugabe did not stop there, he won the 
second elections 8 years later and again extended the 
hand of friendship and today as you know without being 
under any pressure, that he learned the hard way that 
even after independence national unity is crucial even 
when it comes to a minority group like the Matebele. 


I hope that this kind of situation will send a clear signal 
and clear message to all relevant Namibian parties that 
we should not wait until after independence if we want to 
work together to liberate this country. 


Q. Lastly Mr Rukoro, do you think the transition to 
independence wi!! be peaceful or bloody, will Namibia 
escape the traged, of banditry as to be found in Angola 
and Mozambique. 


A - I think on Namibian independence, whether it comes 
in a peaceful way or non peaceful way, there is no 
guarantee that we are going to have a stable situation. 


Everything depends entirely on what how we go about 
dealing with one another. We must remember that 
Pretoria has an interest in Namibia. 


We have clear evidence of South Africa’s destabilisation 
function in southern Africa, Namibia is not going to be 
an exception. 


So whoever is going to take over here, he/she as president 
or leader has to be broad-minded enough to try and 
effect a policy of national reconciliation, and I mean 
genuine national reconciliation, not of the MPC [Mili- 
tary Conference] type. 


Then I bet you whether its independence under 435 or 
revolutionary means, we may end up having to face 
dissidents elements backed up by forces like Pretoria. 


This provides the challenge to those of us who have 
made it our business to deliver to the people of this 
country a peaceful, secure and stable country. It’s a 
challenge that we should work on that we do not inherit 
or create an unstable political situation that South Africa 
can come and exploit. 
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CP-Linked Right-Wing Party Reportedly Emerges 
MB2707160088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] It is reported from Windhoek that a new party with 
close links to South Africa’s Conservative Party will be 
formed in Namibia soon. The announcement comes as 
international talks over independence for the territory gain 
momentum. (Heidi van Eggidi) reports from Windhoek. 


[(Van Eggidi)] Eugene Terreblanche, the leader of the 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging [Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement] in South Africa, told a local newspaper 
today the new party would be a merger of all right-wing 
groups in Namibia and would also be called the Conser- 
vative Party. The move follows visits to Namibia by 
Terreblanche and Conservative Party leader Andries 
Treurnicht earlier this month. 


So far South Africa’s Conservative Party has kept out of 
Namibian politics by mutual agreement with the 
National Party in this country. 


Terreblanche said too many young South Africans have 
died solely to prevent SWAPO from gaining control of 
Namibia, and that these deaths could not now be nulli- 
fied by implementing something like resolution 435. 


Arson, Boycotts Continue To Plague Schools 
MB2707095288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0948 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 27 SAPA—The fourth incident of 
arson at schools in SWA/Namibia since the weekend 
occurred at an Otjiwarongo Primary School today, 
SWABC Radio News reports. 


A police spokesman said the fire, causing damage of 
about R30,000, was though to have been started by 
burglars early this morning. 


The school principal's office and adjacent rooms were 
damaged in the fire. 


Meanwhile, it was reported from Kavango that pupils of 
all the schools at Rundu, as well as children at four other 
secondary schools in Kavango were boycotting classes. 


Several schools of the Damara administration were closed 
this week when pupils began a stayaway from classes. 


The Department of National Education set last Friday as 
the final date for children to apply for re-admission 
following last month's schools stayaway. 


The boycotts began in Ovambo but later the Namibian 
National Students Organisation spread the action to other 
black schools to back protests at the proximity of security 
force bases to some schools in northern SWA/Namibia. 
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The administrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, said ear- 
lier the security force bases wouid not be removed from 
the vicinity of the schools. 


The bases were built before the schools at the request of 
tribal authorities and whole communities had sprung up 
near the bases, he said. 


Schoolchildren rejected as inadequate assurance that bomb 
shelters were being constructed at the schoois to ensure the 
safety of pupils in cross-fire when SWAPO insurgents car- 
ried out stand-off bombardments on the bases. 


The pupils began boycotting classes and the strike action 
was later extended to a two-day workers stayaway last 
month organised by SWAPO.-affiliated trade unions in 
support of the demand for the removal of the security 
forces bases in the northern SWA/Namibian war zone. 


The SWA/Namibian transitional government last week 
rejected a motion in the National Assembly that a 
cabinet committee be appointed to investigate the ques- 
tion of the security force bases. 


Damara Council Supports SWAPO Violence 
MB2607140388 Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in Afrikaans 22 Jul 88 p 3 


[Text] Where does one draw the line when it is said that 
everyone is opposed io violence? This question was 
asked this week by the leader of the Damara Council and 
chairman of the Executive Committee in Khomasdal, 
Justus Garoeb. He attended the opening of the colored 
Legislative Assembly Conference and, among other 
things, referred to the question of violence in his speech. 


He spoke against the background of the present 
“abnormal political situation” of bomb explosions in 
towns and cities, boycotts at schools and solidarity 
action by parents and workers. 


“We condemn the violence of everyone,” he said, but 
added that those who do use violence surely do not do so 
because they get pleasure from it. “Nobody, and I even 
include Mr Sam Nujoma, likes to see the inhabitants of 
a country dying and being mutilated daily—not if they 
can help it. We must realize, however, that we are living 
in an abnormal situation. We are living in a war situa- 
tion. If you condemn violence and stay away from all 
that is associated with it, then it is legislation that forces 
you to apply violence,’ Garoeb said. 


He referred in this connection to the citizens who are 
forced by the present authorities to participate in vio- 
lence through compulsory military service. 


Garoeb’s speech, which was labelled as “instructive” by 
Reggie Diergaardt, leader of the Labor Party, publicly 
allied his Damara Council with SWAPO and said they 
are not forced to work with SWAPO. 
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“We do so because we have a lot in common: the same 
country, the same people.” 


Back to the question of violence, he said that a soldier 
remains a soldier whether he is on the side of SWAPO, the 
side of the so-called Territory Force, or the side of the 
police. 


“A few words with Koevoet, the counter insurgency 
unity, convinced me that these people are nothing more 
than conscienceless robot,”” Mr Garoeb said, and asked 
where one should then draw the line. 


He stated the problem as follows: 
SWAPO violence, the Gustav Voigts Center; 


Violence which Koevoet commits daily—the many court 
cases; 


Violence by the South-West Africa Territory Force— 
Shifidi, etc.; 


Violence by the SADF,—Cassinga 


According to Garoeb, and confirmed by cabinet member 
Andrew Matjila, defenseless women and children, who 
have nothing to do with the war, are killed. 


“But then one asks oneself where the death toll is 
worst—there in the north where women and children die 
daily, or here in the cities where a few isolated incidents 
occur,” said Mr Garoeb. 


Garoeb advised the Labor Party to “launch your own 
reconciliation program. Reduce your political enemies and 
acquire political allies where possible. Get more involved 
with progressive groups and move away from isolation.” 


Republic of South Africa 


Warns Attacks May ‘Retard’ Peace Talks 
MB2807134488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria, July 28, SAPA—South Africa has told 
the "/nited States that incidents like the attack by men in 
FAPLA uniforms on a water tower at Oshikango could 
retard the Angolan peace talks. 


A foreign affairs spokesman, Mr Duke Kent-Brown, said in 
Pretoria today the department had asked the U.S. to use its 
influence to prevent a recurrence of such incidents. 


Six men in FAPLA uniforms were shot dead by security 
forces in a firefight at the border town of Oshikango on 
Tuesday. 


In is not clear whether they were actually MPLA Gov- 
ernment troops. 
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Observers said that the amount of publicity pro-South 
African Government media had given the incident indi- 
cated that South Africa might want to use it for extra 
leverage in next week’s round of peace talks in Geneva. 


A military correspondent said today that in previous 
attacks like Tuesday’s, SWAPO infiltrators caught or 
shot had been wearing Cuban, Chinese or even Yugoslia- 
vian uniforms. 


“They'll wear anything they can get hold of,” he said. 


Commentary on New U.S. Perspectives on Sanctions 
MB2807052288 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Less than 3 months ago, legislators in the United 
States who advocate sanctions against South Africa were 
confidently putting together a new package of sanctions 
that would be far harsher than those contained in the 
legislation passed by the United States Congress almost 2 
years ago. Now it would appear that the sanctioneers are 
quietly shelving their sanctions proposals. 


South Africans would be naive if they did not acknowl- 
edge that the sanctions imposed so far have had an effect 
on employment within the country and on certain 
exports from the country. It is also necessary to be 
realistic and to accept that further economic action, with 
further harmful consequences, will be contemplated by 
the international community in the future. 


There are, however, signs of new international perspec- 
tives on sanctions that—together with the continuing 
Opposition to further sanctions from the Reagan admin- 
istration, Mrs Margaret Thatcher and others—give rise 
to confidence in the long-term outlook. 


In the United States, the strong support for sanctions 
that enabled Congress to override a presidential veto in 
1986 has declined to the extent that it is generally 
accepted that any attempt to override another presiden- 
tial veto would not now be successful. A significant 
number of senators who voted for sanctions in 1986 are 
reported to be opposed to harsher sanctions. Two names 
mentioned in this regard are those of Senator Robert 
Byrd, the leader of the Democrats in the Senate, and 
Senator Richard Lugar, a Republican, who played a key 
role in the passage of the 1986 sanctions legislation. 


There would appear to be several reasons why these and 
other senators are opposed to further sanctions. One con- 
sideration is that, having publicly taken a moral stand, there 
is not a pressing need for Congress to adopt more compre- 
hensive sanctions. There is also much opposition to the 
United States setting course on a road that will lead to a 
total rupture with South Africa. An important factor con- 
tributing to current perspectives on sanctions is the relative 
stability within South Africa in the face of the concerted 
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efforts that have been made in the past few years to make 
South Africa ungovernable. There is recognition that any 
such efforts will fail in the future, as they have in the past. 


Moreover, there is abundant evidence from respected 
researchers and research institutions within the United 
States and elsewhere that sanctions have not only failed 
to achieve their primary objective, but that their harshest 
impact has been on the black population in South Africa. 
There is, as well, the nagging thought that in the long run 
sanctions could be harmful to key areas of American 
domestic and foreign policy. 


The clamor by the sanctioneers for further action will not 
cease overnight; nor had there been a somersault in the 
attitude of the United States Congress towards South 
Africa. But the new perspective that has emerged in 
Washington indicate that a more pragmatic and realistic 
approach is now being followed. It is an encouraging, 
and welcome, development. 


New Envoy To Ask Israel To End Sanctions 
MB2807083388 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] South Africa’s new ambassador to Israel has called 
on the Israeli Government to end sanctions against his 
country. Johan Viljoen, who received his accreditation 
yesterday, says sanctions are counter-productive and 
won't help the people they are supposed to help. 


Israel adopted sanctions in 1986 to comply with the U.S. 
Congress, which threatened to cut back foreign aid to 
countries which didn’t punish Pretoria for its apartheid 
policy. The Israel sanctions include the banning of new 
defense contracts, government loans, and investments. The 
government also said it would not promote tourism to South 
Africa or sever as a transit point for countries trying to 
circumvent international trade sanctions against Pretoria. 


Ambassador Viljoen says he will do his best to persuade 
the Israeli Government as such measures will only harm 
the poorest sections of the South African population. 


PAC Suspect Arrested in Border Incident 
MB2807092788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0924 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 28 SAPA—Police have arrested a 
suspected Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) terrorist in a 
follow-up operation to the bloody shootout at a road- 
block on the Lichtenburg-Mafikeng road last Sunday. 


A Police Public Relations Division spokesman, Capt 
Ruben Blumberg, said in Pretoria police were looking for 
a sixth suspected PAC terrorist who was a member of the 
group stopped at the roadblock. 
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The two men escaped from the scene of the shootout in 
which four members of the group were killed and 12 
security force members injured. Two of the four sus- 
pected terrorists shot dead were identified by police as 
Libyan and Yugoslav-trained members of the PAC. 
TNT, detonators, automatic rifles and handgrenades of 
Chinese origin were seized. 


The battle occurred after grenades were lobbed from a 
car stopped for inspection. 


PAC Claims Responsibility 
EA2707163188 Dakar PANA in English 0820 GMT 
27 Jul 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 27th July (SHIHATA/PANA)— 
The Dar es Salaam-based Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) 
of (Azania) of South Africa, has claimed responsibility 
for Sunday’s attack between the town of Lichtenburg and 
Mafikeng, west of Johannesburg. 


PAC’s military wing, the Azania People’s Liberation 
Army (APLA), carried out the attack when one of its 
units was stopped at a road block by members of the 
South African military, a PAC statement said Tuesday. 


Three black men and a woman were shot dead and 12 
policemen wounded in one of the bloodiest clashes 
recently between South African police and suspected 
black nationalists. 


PAC Claims 12 SAP Killed 
MB2807145088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1437 
GMT 28 Jul 88 


[text] Harare, July 28, SAPA—The Pan Africanist Congress 
of Azania (PAC) claimed a unit of its armed wing, the 
Azanian People’s Liberation Army (APLA) killed 12 South 
African security force members at a roadblock on Sunday, 
the ZIANA NEWS AGENCY reported from Harare today. 


In a statement today from its Dar es Salaam headquarters, 
the PAC confirmed that four of its members died in a 
shootout at a roadblock on the Lichtenburg-Mafikeng road. 


“The APLA unit attacked the regime’s forces with hand- 
grenades and followed up with automatic gunfire when 
the enemy tried to take cover and returned fire. 


“Five enemy soldiers died, while APLA suffered three 
fatalities in the exchange,”’ according to the PAC. 


The statement added that another person, allegedly 
captured by the South African forces, primed a handgre- 
nade which exploded, killing himself and another seven 
security force members. 


The statement rejected claims by the South African 
Police that the men were stopped, saying they launched 
an attack on those manning the roadblock. 
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Its denied that no security force members died in the battle. 


The PAC also refuted a claim that the “captured” man 
was first shot before he fell and the grenade exploded. 


Folice in Pretoria have been approached for comment. 


ANC Names 7 Executive Committee Members 
MB2707165588 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Details are now emerging of the outcome of the 
latest meeting in Zambia of the ANC’s National Execu- 
tive Committee, the main decision-making body of the 
exiled South African liberation movement. The meeting 
came at a time of considerable debate within the ANC 
about what should be legitimate targets for ANC guer- 
rillas attacks. In the past year there has been a spate of 
attacks in South Africa that have claimed a large number 
of civilian lives. For one thing, the meeting of the 
committee did was to appoint seven new members. 
From Lusaka, Roger Heering telexed this report: 


The seven new members of the National Executive Com- 
mittee bring its number of 35, in line with a decision taken 
in 1985. That decision allowed to a cooption by the ANC’s 
president, if necessary, and four of those now appointed 
have been coopted by Oliver Tambo. They are (Sibiso 
Mophonyane), the ANC representative in East Germany; 
(Themsi Mokoena) and (Jacqueline Molefe), both senior 
figures in the ANC’s armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation], and (Jacky Selebi), head of the ANC’s 
youth and student action. 


The other three appointees filled places left vacant by 
death. They are replaced by senior Umkhonto officers, 
Steve Tchetwe, (Ronnie Casfields), and the ANC’s 
Harare representative, Stanley Mabizela. 


The ANC meeting held on | July was said to have been 
heated with a frank debate between those who favored a 
more hardline approach to the armed struggle, and those 
who felt that attacking what are called soft targets in South 
Africa would be counterproductive. No details have been 
released about these discussions, but it would appear from 
the large number of Umkhonto people among the new 
appointees that the armed wing is not losing influence 
within the ANC. Steve Tchetwe in particular was involved 
in discussions with Western journalists early this year, in 
which he talked frankly about a split within the ANC over 
the extent of [words indistinct] the armed struggle. 


The number of women of the Executive Committee has 
been kept to three, but with the appointments of (Ronnie 
Casfields), Joe Slovo, the long-serving Communist Party 
activist, has been joined by another white on the Exec- 
utive Committee. 
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State Accuses Mandelas of Aiding ANC Fugitive 
MB2807082188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0727 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 28 SAPA—A journalist detained 
for a year under Section 29 of the Internal Security Act was 
charged in the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court on two 
counts of harbouring trained ANC members. 


The state alleges freelance Themba Jerry Khumalo trans- 
ported Vuyisile Tshabalala to the surgery of a Dr Mot- 
lana after he was shot in a fight with police in February 
last year. He was not asked to plead. 


A Zinzi Mandela and a Mrs Mandela were also named 
on the charge sheet among the people the state alleges 
helped Khumalo get accommodation and medical help 
for Tshabalala. 


it is alleged Khumalo later transported Tshabalala to the 
home of a Roger Harris in Honeydew, north of Johannes- 
burg, who enlisted the help of Dr David Seftel, who treated 
Tshabalala. The state said Tshabalala was later killed. 


An order in June prohibiting bail continues. The trial 1s 
set for November |. 


Fire Breaks Out in Winnie Mandela’s House 
MB2807112788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1126 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 28 SAPA—A fire broke out at 
the Orlando, Soweto, home of Mrs Winnie Mandela 
today, the Soweto Fire Department confirmed. 


A fire department spokesman said two tenders had been 
sent to the scene but no details were yet available. Once 
the fire teams returned more information would be 
released, the spokesman said. 


Mrs Mandela and her family are no longer living in the 
house as they recently moved to a larger house in the 
Soweto suburb of Diepkloof. 


Witnesses Give Accounts 
MB2807120588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1157 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 28 SAPA—An Orlando, 
Soweto, house belonging to Mrs Winnie Mandela, wife 
of jailed ANC leader Nelson Mandela, was completely 
gutted by fire shortly after noon today, eyewitnesses said. 
The Soweto Fire Department confirmed there had been 
a fire at the house and would give details later. 


“The house was completely s,utted. I doubt if even the walls 
will carry on standing, Mr 7 ony Wasserman, one of the first 
people at the scene of the olaze told SAPA. Mr Wasserman, 
a cameraman for the American NBC Television Network, 
was in Soweto this morning to speak to local residents about 
the Bureau for Information’s move to ban the film Cry 
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Freedom, said he saw white flames coming from the vicinity 
of Mrs Mandela’s house. ’At first we thought it was a veld 
fire but went to look anyway. When we got there we saw the 
house was on fire. There were heavy duty flames all over the 
place,” he said. 


Mr Trevor Tutu, the son of Cape Town’s Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, arrived at the same time as 
the NBC team and tried to see if there was anyone in the 
house. He told the group that had by that time assembled 
outside the house that it was empty, Mr Wasserman said. 


The NBC team then saw two people running from the 
back of the house and it is believed that the pair were 
employees of Mrs Mandela’s. 


The fire was seen by Mr Wasserman at about 12.05 pm 
and by the time the team left at 12.35 pm there was still 
no sign of the fire department. A spokesman for the fire 
department at Jabulani said he did not know at what 
time a call was received alerting them to the fire at Mrs 
Mandela’s home. Members of the Jabulani Fire Depart- 
ment are still at the scene and it is believed that the fire 
has not yet been extinguished. 


Police Discover Arms Cache Near Somerset West 
MB2807134288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1341 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town July 28 SAPA—An arms cache, 
comprising Limpet mines, AK47 assault rifles, hand 
grenades, Makarov pistols, ammunition and a number of 
magazines were discovered in the veld between Eerste 
River and Somerset West today, police confirmed. 


A worker of an engineering company was clearing 
ground with a bulldozer—the area is to be developed by 
a property company—when he noticed a number of 
metal objects in the sand. He recognised a impet mine 
and called the police. 


Kuils River Police were on the scene within minutes and 
found a number of Limpet mines and AK47’s. The area 
was cordoned off and the bomb squad called in. 


The whole area was thoroughly searched with metal 
detectors and sniffer dogs and the arms cache uncovered. 


The police investigation continues. 


Government Suspends Media Registration Order 
MB2807084288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0841 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 28 SAPA—The government has 
decided to temporarily suspend the media emergency regu- 
lation which required news agency operators to register with 
the Department of Home Affairs, the minister of home 
affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, said in Pretoria today. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


He said in a statement that this decision had been taken 
because of “practical considerations” and pending fur- 
ther investigation of the matter. “The principle of the 
problem addressed in Regulation || (which requires 
news agency operators to register) remains a matter of 
grave concern for the government,” Mr Botha said. 


Mr Botha’s announcement that the regulation was being 
suspended means that journalists who were obliged to 
register before July 31—or face a 10-year jail term—no 
longer have to do so—for the time being. 


Mr Botha said he and his legal advisers considered 
various representations on the matter. It had not been 
intended to involve the so-called “mainstream newspa- 
pers” when the regulation was formulated and he had 
publicly given this assurance on July 21. 


“After publishing the regulations it came to my attention 
that these ‘mainstream newspapers,’ or certain of them, 
are involved in activities which may fall within the 
definition of a ‘news agency business’,” Mr Botha said. 
“I have also received representations from the business 
sector and other institutions involved with the media.” 
In view of this, Regulation 11 would be temporarily 
suspended because of practical considerations and pend- 
ing further investigation of the matter. 


The regulation evoked fiery criticism from many quar- 
ters that the government was making further inroads into 
the freedom and the status of the press. The government 
apparently made the regulation to exercise more effec- 
tive control over independent correspondents—or 
stringers. Government sources claimed stringers were 
responsible for the more “negative” reports on South 
Africa appearing abroad and locally. 


The media emergency regulation, published on June 10, 
expressly excluded the “established” news agencies from 
registering, but not the mainstream newspapers and the 
SABC. It was then pointed out to government that 
newspapers also exchanged reports and could be deemed 
to be news agencies. A senior home affairs official then 
reportedly said that newspapers should also register, but 
he was contradicted by Mr Botha in his statement on 
July 21. 


NACTU Seeks Diplomatic Pressure on Media Curbs 
MB2707182788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1802 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 27, SAPA—The National 
Council of Trade Unions, NACTU, today called on 
ambassadors to South Africa to pressurise the govern- 
ment to lift the recent emergency press regulations. 


In a statement released to various ambassadors and news 
agencies, NACTU said the compulsory registration of 
news agencies was a further deliberate attempt to curb 
the press. NACTU asked ambassadors to advise news 
agencies and journalists not to register, to bring “all 
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possible” pressure to have the regulations as well as the 
State of emergency lifted with immediate affect; and 
agree to support NACTU and its affiliate, the Media 
Workers Association of South Africa, should curbs be 
placed on the organisation. 


“NACTU believes that it needs to support and defend the 
freedom of the media as a prerequisite for a free and just 
society,” the statement said. The request referred to a 
resolution by its July 1987 national council, which declared 
its support and defence of the “freedom of the media.” 


The resolution condemned industrial relations coverage 
by the SABC, expressed discomfort with the “narrow 
sectarian view of the broad liberation struggle” reported 
by “allegedly revolutionary newspapers” and called on 
the community to reject “racist extra editions” and 
refuse to pay SABC licencing fees “in a mass civil 
disobedience campaign to reject their propaganda.” 


Natal Committee To Coordinate Media Law Protests 
MB2807065288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0526 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Durban July 28 SAPA—A campaign committee 
has been established in Natal to co-ordinate protests 
against the government’s enforced registration of freel- 
ance journalists and news agencies by Sunday. More 
than 100 people attended a mee : 1g in Durban last night 
and decided to form the committee. It is to bring 
together people frorm the Association of Democratic 
Journalists, the Media Workers Association of South 
Africa [MWASA], the Southern African Society of Jour- 
nalists [SASJ] and the Anti-Censorship Action Group. It 
is to hold a workshop to develop a campaign strategy to 
fight the proposed and existing government controls. 


Mr Bob Kernohan, president of the SASJ said restric- 
tions on the media had reached a point where it was 
virtually impossible to report what was happening only a 
few kilometres from the centre of Durban. 


The Committee to Protect Journalists had monitored 
attacks and restrictions on the press in South Africa from 
July 30, 1985 to May 19 this year. In that time there were 
170 separate incidents, ranging from the refusal of passports 
to the banning of journalists. Also, 13 foreign journalists 
had been expelled and 25 journalists detained and subse- 
quently released, while four journalists were still in deten- 
tion. They were Mr Themba Khumalo, Mr Vincent Mfun- 
disi, Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu and Mr Brian Sokutu. 


Mr Kernohan said that with registration just a few days 
off even the minister of home affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, 
was not sure to whom the regulations would apply. 


Mr Strini Moodley of MWASA said the desire to know 
could not be stifled forever. Those who were adept at 
gathering and distributing news always found the means 
to overcome the ruling classes’ plans to silence the press. 
“As a profession, journalism demands a strict code of 
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ethics; a creative desire to offer our service without let or 
hindrance in a society that is undergoing traumatic 
changes. Part of our responsibility is also to always find 
ways and means in which our function shall not be 
destroyed by those who seek to turn us into lackeys who 
will turn out information defined by those who rule and 
at the expense of those who are ruled.” 


Mr Richard Steyn, editor of the NATAL WITNESS said: “If 
one group of journalists is threatened, then we are all 
threatened, and it is right that we should stand together in 
resisting this threat.” There could be no doubt that a register 
would be used to manipulate and control further the flow of 
information and intimidate the press. “We must continually 
point out that it is the man and woman in the street whose 
freedom of speech is at stake, not ours.” 


Group Warns of EC Reaction to Sharpeville Six 
MB2707100188 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
27 Jul 88 p I 


{By Michael Chester] 


[Text] ASSOCOM [Association of Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry] has warned the Government that it 
can expect severe reaction from Western Europe if it 
allows the Sharpeville Six to be executed. 


Mr Alec Rogoff, president of ASSOCOM, has told the 
Government in top-level talks that the withdrawal from 
South Africa of all ambassadors by members of the Euro- 
pean Community may be only the first in a series of 
measures. 


The EC already has a programme ready to swing into 
action if the Government does not show clemency. 


Apart from recalling ambassadors, other likely measures 
could include: 


Orders to South Africa to make sharp cutbacks in its 
diplomatic staff EC countries. 


Requirements for South Africans to have visas to visit 
EC countries. 


Withdrawal of South African Airways’ landing rights 


Mr Rogoff said warning of the EC plans had been 
delivered to the Governments in a round of behind-the 
scenes meetings on the return of a special ASSOCOM 
mission Overseas to discuss sanctions and disinvestment 
issues in Europe, the United States and Israel. 


The mission had talks political leaders, public servants, 
businessmen, trade unionists and church leaders in Lon- 
don, Paris, Brussels, Bonn, Washington and Tel Aviv. 


Mr Rogoff said the possible exccution of the Sharpeville 
Six had drawn intense criticism-—and severe counter- 
action seemed inevitable unless clemency was shown. 
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Other issues which were causing concern included: 


The implications of proposed legislation to control the 
foreign funding of political activities in South Africa. 


The restrictions imposed on trade unions on February 24. 
Proposed amendments to labour relations legislation. 
Restrictions on the media. 

The question of child detainees. 

The general issue of civil rights. 


Mr Rogoff said it was clear that the cumulative impact of 
these factors “could mean a further irrevocable shift in 
overseas opinion against South Africa”. 


“In that event, further anti-South Africa steps may be 
taken in the near future by EC countries.” 


However, there now seemed a good chance that the 
planned Dellums Bill in the U.S.; which would seek to 
sever almost all trade links with South Africa, will not be 
passed this year. The Bill has found no favour in the 
EC—especially on chain-reactions to U.S. threats to 
penalise outside countries filling the American trade gap. 


Mr Rogoff said that on the whole, most EC countries 
were opposed to further economic sanctions, and keen to 
expand their trade with South Africa. This is particularly 
the case with Britain. 


“Yet, even in Europe, banks and businessmen are under 
increasing political pressure to limit their involvement in 
South Africa—and this pressure is assuming serious 
dimensions.” 


There was growing dismay over the slow pace of reform, 
worsened by signs of an actual slowdown in the reform 
programme since 1985. 


Mr Rogoff said: “South Africa needs the world economy 
in order to successfully address its developments needs. 


“This is an urgent matter as South Africa stands on the 
threshold of yet further punitive steps against it. 


“It is not a question of capitulation to overseas pressure, 
but rather of keeping it down to manageable propor- 
tions.” ““We must display finesse in our foreign policy, 
even in the face of great provocation. 


“We must help our friends overseas to help us through 
the successful handling of change in South Africa, and by 
remaining sensitive to civil rights issues.” 
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SADF Refuses Comment on Computer Crime Charges 
MB2707084088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0826 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 27 SAPA—The SADF said through 
a spokesman in Pretoria today it was not prepared to 
comment on “a speculative report’ that Western intel- 
ligence agencies had broken into its computer banks in 
search of military secrets. 


A computer crime expert, Oxford-educated Mr Ben 
Weaver, made this claim at a seminar in Cape Town 
yesterday, according to reports. 


Mr Weaver said that, with the international sanctions 
movement hotting up, almost every embassy and consu- 
late with a trade delegation was engaging in computer 
espionage. 


Particularly the United States and Japan were guilty of 
“hacking” the systems of major South African compa- 
nies to find how the firms were trying to circumvent 
sanctions. 


According to literature on the subject, data can be bled on a 
grand scale from microwave telecommunication links. 


The whole spectrum of data being transmitted can be 
intercepted and fed into computers which isolate specific 
communications. 


The data is intercepted by receivers on the ground or by 
geostationary satellites “parked” along the line of trans- 
mission, which relay ihe data to the computers situated 
in the eavesdropping countries. 


Navy To Conduct Large Exercise in Walvis Bay 
MB2807095888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0935 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 28 SAPA—The South African Navy will 
conduct a large-scale exercise in the Walvis Bay vicinity 
soon, involving participation by the other arms of the 
Defence Force, the chief of the Navy, Vice-Admiral Glen 
Syndercombe, announced in Pretoria today. The exercise, 
codenamed Magersfonizin, had been in the planning stages 
since last year and would be more extensive than the 
previous exercise held in the area in 1983, code-named 
Riksha. Magersfontein would include surface and air tacti- 
cal and gunnery exercises, landing and withdrawal exercises, 
and mine counter-measure exercises, he said. 


Military observers said that, Walvis Bay being a South 
African enclave on the Namibian coast, the exercise was 
predictable, seen against political developments in 
South-Western Africa. 


Admiral Syndercombe said large logistics support teams 
would leave for Walvis Bay on August 4 by road, air and 
sea. The navy’s replenishment vessels, SAS Drakensberg 
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and SAS Tafelberg, would be used. The natal vessels 
taking part in the exercise would be from Simon’s Town 
and Durban and be representative of all the flot:llas. 


“The ships will only sail for Walvis Bay at a later date 
and the exercise itself will last until near the end of 
September 1988.” 


Admiral Syndercombe said the regular exercises would 
test the naval weapons systems and the navy’s capacity 
to deploy its ships and submarines for long periods away 
from their home bases, without the presence of logistic 
support and an industrial infra-structure in the immedi- 
ate vicinity. “The Walvis Bay area is therefore ideally 
suited for this purpose.” 


Official Admits SAP Blame for Uninformed Public 
MB2707093488 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 27 Ju! 88 


[Text] A spokesman for the South African minister of 
lavy and order says the police were partly to blame in the 
past for keeping the public uninformed. 


Brigadier Leon Mellet has told a police function in Pretoria 
that it is really policy [words indistinct] open as possible 
regarding the release of information to the public despite the 
emergency regulations. He says the public needs informa- 
tion to be motivated. Brig Mellet spread the blame to the 
media saying they were also partly to blaine for the serious 
probiem of an uninformed public. 


Civil Rights League Urges Bruce, Toms Release 
MB2607150388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1428 GMT 26 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town July 26 SAPA—The End Conscrip- 
tion Campaign [ECC] today called for the release of Dr 
Ivan Toms, and David Bruce, who was jailed in Johan- 
nesburg yesterday. 


Dr David Green of the ECC western Cape branch, said 
both were men of integrity. ““They could be assets to our 
society rather than being exposed to prison life.” 


The organisation believed some form of alternative 
national service should be made available to “those who, 
in good conscience, cannot serve in the SADF.”’ 


The Civil Rights League said today it was “disgraceful” that 
men such as Dr Toms and Mr Bruce should be imprisoned 
for Conscience’s sake. League spokesman Mrs Dot Clemin- 
shaw: “Why not grant them community service?” 


Mediator Appointed in SATS Unions Wages Dispute 
MB2507130488 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 25 Jul 88 


[Text] The minister of transport affairs. Mr Eli Louw, 
has appointed a one-man judicial commission of inquiry 
into a dispute between the South African Transport 
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Services [SATS] and the Federation of SATS’ Trade 
Unions. He is Mr Justice H.I. Jacobs, who will investi- 
gate the claim by the federation for a 17 percent salary 
increase from April this year. 


The commission was appointed after a conciliation 
board comprising representatives of both parties failed 
to reach consensus in regard to the claim of the federa- 
tion. Mr Justice Jacobs has already held preliminary 
discussions with the parties concerned and the hearing of 
the matter will begin soon. The recommendation of the 
commission will be binding. It’s not known when it will 
finalize its investigation. 


PFP Details National Security Stance 
MB2707102588 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 27 Jul 88 p 6 


[“Summary™ of PFP policy recommendations on defense 
and internal security drawn up by PFP Security Commis- 
sion commissioners Helen Suzman, Roger Burrows, Brian 
Goodall, Tiaan van der Merwe, and James Selfe] 


[Text] To Achieve personal security in SA, the PFP believes 
iN Maintaining a strong police force which is well disci- 
plined, well trained, well equipped, well paid, well managed, 
adequately staffed and accountable for its actions. 


The SA Police perform a difficult and frequently dangerous 
task, for which they deserve recognition. Because the police, 
in addition to their ordinary duties, are called upon to 
implement laws which are widely perceived to be unjust and 
discriminatory, they are in may instances regarded as 
oppressors rather than protectors of the public. Therefore, it 
is essential for the police to be, and to be seen to be: 


—Involved in their primary task of preventing crime and 
apprehending criminals; and 


—Non-partisan and apolitical in the execution of their 
duties. 


The activities of the police riot units have in recent years 
given cause for concern, and it is essential that police- 
men engaged in unrest control be properly trained and 


equipped. 


Another factor which brings the police force into disre- 
pute are some of the activities of inadequately trained 
special constables (kitskonstabels). While the party 
accepts the necessity for additional policemen, these 
must be properly trained and integrated into the o: 
nary police structures. 


In-service training and public relations causes should bx 
provided for policemen on an ongoing basis. 


The security police need to be properly accountable to 
the public and instances of abuse of power need to be 
firmly dealt with. 
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Because of the breakdown in neighbourhood crime pre- 
vention, the optimal uiilisation of the resources of civic 
government is necessary to ensure the safety of residents. 
The PFP therefore encourages the creation of municipal 
police forces and the promotion of neighbourhood crime 
watches to supplement policemen on the beat. 


Ever since the National Party took power in SA, the 
distinct issues of the security of the state of the one hand, 
and the maintenance of the interests of the NP on the 
other have increasingly and deliberately become fudged. 


The existing security legislation—and particularly the 
emergency regulations—brings the law as a whole into 
disrepute. These laws and regulations need to be over- 
hauled and brought into line with accepted tenets of the 
rule of law. 


The PFP accepts that central government should be able to 
deal quickly and expeditiously with threats to the internal 
security of the State. The party is concerned, however, that 
the structures which the present government has instituted 
purportedly to perform this function—the National (Secu- 
rity) Management System—appear to have a distinctive 
internal political agenda which goes beyond what is gener- 
ally accepted in Western societies as legitimate. 


The structures are non-elected, are not accountable for 
their actions to anyone save the Executive, and are 
secretive in their operation. 


The PFP opposes the executive banning of individuals 
and organisations, and believes that the present banning 
orders against such organisations and individuals should 
be lifted. At the same time, the party believes that no 
Organisation or individual should be permitted to engage 
in, foment or advocate violence, terrorism, insurrection 
or revolution. Such organisations or individuals ought to 
be dealt with firmly and expeditiously through the courts 
and in terms of the ordinary law of the land. 


If the ordinary law is insufficient to deal with the 
criminal prosecution of organisations, the PFP would 
support legislation which would enable the courts to 
prohibit them from operating. 


The PFP believes that freedom of association, speech 
and assembly are fundamental to the proper functioning 
of a democratic society, and the PFP would enact a 
justiciable Bill of Rights guaranteeing these freedoms. 


The PFP recommends that legislation which outlaws 
incitement to racial hostility, the use of threatening or 
insulting language against ethnic or religious groups 
Ought to be retained, and be amended so as also to 
outlaw the employment of provocative symbols. The 
party also favours legislation to outlaw racial discrimi- 
nation in all its manifestations. 
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The PFP believes SA requires a strong, non-racial, 
motivated, well-trained and well-equipped defence 
force, consisting of a professional standing army backed 
up by volunteer reserves. 


Its function should be primarily to defend the Republic 
from outside aggression, and to defend our borders and 
coastlines. It believes that the defence force should be a 
truly national institution, free from party politics and 
any form of discrimination. 


In order to preserve the SADF’s national character, to 
ensure its political neutrality and to promote account- 
ability for its actions, the PFP telieves that a standing 
committee of Parliament should scrutinise the policy 
and review the activities of the SADF. 


The PFP is committed to phasing out military conscription. 


The SADF admits that it regularly receives far more 
applications to join the Permanent Force than it is able 
to accommodate, and this without serious recruitment 
campaigns. 


Where recruitment of high-level and skilled manpower 
to the SADF constitutes a problem, service conditions 
for members of the Permanent Force will have to be 
improved. 


A person whose interests and talents incline him to a 
military career will make a keener, more motivated and 
more professional soldier than an unwilling conscriptee. 


The PFP believes that the proposed regular standing 
army should be backed up by volunteer reserves, 
recruited on a non-racial basis, to provide reserve troops 
in cases of sudden escalation of threat, and to preserve 
the military traditions of the part-time forces, which 
have enriched the SADF enormously over the years. 


Until the system of compulsory military service has been 
phased out, the PFP recognises the right of individuals 
who do not wish to be conscripted into the Defence 
Force, to specified alternative service on application. 
Such service should be longer than the period of military 
service, but ought to be productive, and where possible, 
should make use of the qualifications and experience of 
the individual concerned. 


The PFP believes that the SAP should, in normal cir- 
cumstances, be the institution which upholds the law and 
maintains public order. 


However, there may be exceptional occasions (e.g. when 
law and order has completely broken down and the 
police are no longer able to guarantee the protection of 
the public) when the SADF may be required to act in a 
supportive role to the SAP. 
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If called upon to render such assistance, the SADF 
should act as a clearly identifiable structure, under its 
own commanders. This will reduce the danger that such 
action will politicise the SADF and damage its reputa- 
tion, which has already occurred in some instances. 


The PFP recognises that there are legitimate security 
concerns implicit in the presence of expatriate and 
foreign forces in large numbers in the frontline states, 
and of the volume and sophistication of military equip- 
ment in such states. 


The PFP respects the territorial integrity of foreign states 
and rejects military occupation of foreign territory for 
any length of time. 


The party recognises, however, that use may have to be 
made of limited pre-emptive cross-border operations 
against forces with demonstrably aggressive military or 
other violent designs towards SA, as well as of hot-pursuit 
operations in accordance with international practice. 


In addition, SA should not itself be instrumental in the 
escalation of regional conflicts. 


The PFP rejects military, economic and political desta- 
bilisation. It thus rejects the involvement by SA in the 
domestic affairs of neighbouring states, irrespective of 
the ideology or practices adopted by those states. We 
support the formation of economically stable and peace- 
ful neighbouring states and encourage respect for their 
territorial integrity. 


PFP Official Links Reform, Economic Liberty 
MB2607111988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 26 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town July 26 SAPA—Political reform and 
economic liberty were siamese twins that should be tackled 
simultaneously, according to Dr Zac de Beer, heir apparent 
to the leadership of the Progressive Federal Party. 


Speaking at a meeting in Camps Bay last night, Dr de 
Beer said South Africa should set aside the “intensely 
costly racial system” that hindered economic growth. 


“We need to have good training for workers. A large 
section of the labour force has a legacy of bad education. 


“People who travel three or four hours to work are not 
likely to be productive. Industrial peace is also necessary 
for sound economic development,” he said. 


It was inevitable that trade unions be used as political 
vehicles because blacks were denied political rights. 


“We should have more laws encouraging exports and 
discouraging imports. There should also be high interest 
rates to encourage savings and discourage spending,” Dr 
de Beer said. 
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Corporate Leader Advocates Deregulation 
MB2507172288 Johanneshurg SAPA in English 
1314 GMT 25 Jul 88 


[Text] Johannesburg July 25 SAPA—Though much 
remained to be done, South Africa was moving with 
increasing speed toward the normalization of its society 
and the “empowerment” of people of colour, Anglo 
American chairman Mr Gavin Relly said in his annual 
statement published today. 


He pointed out several areas where, as a result of deregula- 
tion, the indirect political leverage of blacks was growing in 
proportion to their increasing economic clout. 


In the field of transport, the black taxi industry had grown 
spectacularly and had made a remarkable contribution to 
the economy with a capital investment of some R3 billion 
and an annual turnover of more than R3 milion. 


The next major advance in deregulation, which he described 
as one of the most effective means of accelerating growth, 
seemed certain to be in housing. Through the efforts of 
central and local authorities, the urban foundation and its 
housing utility companies, other housing trusts, builders of 
all races, community groups and individuals, there was at 
last some prospect of alleviating the shortage of housing for 
people of colour, he said. 


Sales of government-owned stock of black housing were 
beginning to be substantial and mortgages were being granted 
at the rate of nearly R100 million a month. The building of 
houses for sale to blacks by the private sector had increased 
ten-fold since 1985. More central business districts were 
being opened to people of all races and black business was 
increasingly diversifying into the services sector. 


That South Africans with increasing economic clout had 
not chosen to exercise that clout in a way that supported 
sanctions and disinvestment was conveniently over- 
looked by advocates of these measures, Mr Relly said. 


South Africa would never be able to muster the resources 
needed to provide decent standards and opportunities 
for its growing population unless it could attract foreign 
investment, as distinct from institutional aid, on a larec 
scale, he warned. 


Foreign capital would still not flow to this country, even 
after apartheid was abolished, if that were to be brought 
about by means so violent as to leave behind an economic 
wasteland ruled—as history showed it would be—by 
extremists opposed to private capital and property. Justice 
and equity did not flourish in conditions of poverty, what- 
ever the politics of the party in power, he said. 
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Business Confidence Index Declines in Jul 
MB2807065688 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] The business confidence index of the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry [ASSOCOM] eased 
about % of a percentage point to 97.3 during July. ASSO- 
COM said, however, that the index for July had been higher 
than for the same month during the previous 3 years. 


Reasons for the lower business confidence index 
included a decline in the rand-doliar exchange rate, a 
drop in the gold price, and a decrease in new car sales. 


Positive influences included a lower inflation rate and 
higher share prices on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange. 


ASSOCOM said that although there had been a degree of 
uncertainty about the economy, the business mood in 
the country had been largely positive. 


Transport Subsidies for Homelands Too Costly 
MB2707103588 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 27 Jul 88 p 1 


[By Heloise Henning} 


[Text] Government's policy of homeland settlement 1s cost- 
ing the taxpayer hundreds of millions of rand each year in 
bus subsidies for people who have been resettled hundreds 
of kilometers from the urban areas where they work. 


Pretoria last year spent R280m—80 percent of its 
R350m bus subsidy for the year—to transport commut- 
ers who have settled up to 100km from the places of 
work, according to CSIR [Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research—] research. 


In the case of Kwandebele, every commuter was last year 
subsidised to the tune of R1,500. There are close on 
20,000 commuters who travel up to 130km to Pretoria 
for work, CSIR transport researcher says. 


And transport consultant Paul Browning says apart from 
the influence on settlement of blacks, subsidies and 
regulation have kept in business highly unprofitable bus 
companies which collect large subsidies on long routes. 


In urban areas unsubsidised minibus taxis have taken pas- 
sengers from the bus companies, which have in the past 
three years closed down most of their short-haul routes and 
now have an overcapacity. Meanwhile they demand higher 
subsidies every year because their overheads of running 
large head offices have not been reduced, he says. 


However, the CSIR researcher points out the general 
trend in government is to a greater acceptance of dereg- 
ulated urban settlement and public transport, coupled 
with the gradual phasing out of subsidies. 


21 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


But doing away with “wasteful” subsidies can only be 
justified if the measures are directly affordable to the 
people involved. 


He suggest that settlement closer to town could be 
encouraged by subsiding fixed assets such as housing 
rather than transport and that the subsidy should be 
directed at users rather than producers. 


But he concedes it is not politically feasible to phase out 
overnight subsidies to industnes for transport, housing or 
food. 


One way to phase out the excessive subsidies to the remote 
border areas would be to offer week-end subsidies to com- 
muters and concurrent housing subsidies for settlement 
closer to their place of work over a five-year period. 


The transport specialist at the Southern African Devel- 
opment Bank adds that bus subsidies on the very long 
and short distances should be removed. However, the 
change in urbanisation patterns could only be achieved if 
there were no constraints in settlement through the 
Group Areas Act. 


Federation Advises Firms Against Union Bargaining 
WB2707101088 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 27 Jul 88 p 3 


[By Alan Fine] 


[Text] A SEIFSA [Steel and Engineering Industries Fed- 
eration of South Africa] document circulated to mem- 
bers last week and acquired yesterday by BUSINESS 
DAY strongly advises metal sector firms not to enter into 
company-level bargaining with unions on demands 
already reyected by SEIFSA at the Industrial Council. 


The circular, dated July 20, anticipated pressure by 
International Metalworkers’ Federation unions for 
inhouse bargaining on the demands. Last Thursday saw 
the first of several strikes aimed at such negotiations. 


The document warned that company level bargaining 
would “seriously undermine the national negotiating 
Strategy and could, moreover, commit such companies 
to a long-term obligation” to bargain at this level. 


It, and an earlier circular, anticipated disruptive actions 
including selective strikes, overtime bans and go-shows. 
Since July | there has been no council agreemezoxvw 
various guidelines. 


The document also urged employers to continue to 
attempt to get written individual undertakings from 
employees that in return for implementation of the final 
SEIFSA offer they will participate in strike action. 
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Meanwhile workers at three metal sector firms yesterday 
returned to work while those at another two embarked 
on strike action, according to information supplied by 
SEIFSA and the National Union. 


SEIFSA director Brian Angus said the three plants 
returned to normal without the companies having made 
any new concessions to employees, while strike action 
began at another. He declined to name them. 


NUMSA spokesman Peter Daantjie said action also 
began at Dorbyl Palaborwa. Angus was unable to con- 
firm this. NUMSA and SEIFSA have confirmed strikes 
at Femco, Brits and the East Rand firms of Denver 
Metal, Tilley-MacMill (T-M) and National Bolts where, 
according to NUMSA, three separate plants are affected. 


Negotiations are under way at some of these firms. 


The IMF negotiating team is due to meet today to plan 
overall strategy. Unionists have said the strikes were not 
centrally co-ordinated. 


Press Review for 27 Jul on Current Issues 
MB2707105088 [Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Sentence of Conscientious Objector Defended—*One can 
have little sympu-hy for David Bruce, the young man 
who has been sentenced to six years’ imprisonment for 
refusing to serve in the South African Defence Force,” 
says the page 6 editorial in Jcrannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English on 27 July. “Bruce is treated as a hero by the 
pacifists and the radicals. The true heroes, however, are 
the young men who figit on the border or help to bring 
peace to the townships. We do not accept that conscien- 
tious objection can be justified on political grounds, for 
the simple reason that the SADF does not play a political 
role. It is the shield behind which political change can be 
made. And it does not question the politics of those who 
serve in it, nor foist on them any political philosophy.” 


THE STAR 


‘RSA Cannot Afford Conscription’—Commenting on the 
sentencing to six years in prison of conscientious %byec- 
tor David Bruce, Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
cn 27 July says in a page 10 editorial: “The unsubtle 
message is that the country cannot afford, militarily or 
psychologically, to allow any young white man to escape 
the duty of SADF service for ‘political’ reasons. That is 
the conventional bureaucratic wisdom.” The reality, 
according to THE STAR, is that “South Africa cannot 
afford conscription any more.” Furthermore, the “harsh 
sentence in the Bruce case will undoubtedly aggravate 
the youthful brain drain.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


New PFP Security Stance—A page 6 editorial in Johanr es- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 27 July says “any 
political party that hopes to win the support of white South 
Africans must confront their fear that they may be dispos- 
sessed by violence and reduced to serfdom, an oppressed 
minority without hope of liberation.” The editonal believes 
that the report of the PFP security commission “should go a 
long way towards restoring faith in the good sense of the 
PFP leaders.” “In the light of PFP criticism of the police, is 
the commission's attitude towards simple crime. Far from 
damning the police, the commission recognises that a soci- 
ety in transition like South Afmica’s must have—to use its 
words—‘a strong police force which is well equipped, well 
paid, well managed, adequately staffed, and accountabie for 
its actions’. It proposes that such a force should also have 
the support of municipal police and of crime watches.” 


Homelands Plan ‘Farce’, ‘Failure’—- in the wake of the 
Alexander Commission into corruption in the Transkei, and 
in the face of SA’s looming balance of payments crisis, the 
time has come to ask whether we can any longer afford the 
homelands.” remarks a second editorial on the same page. 
“SA has enough problems funding the excesses of its own 
public sector, which this year 1s guzzling the equivalent of 
half the national budget in pay and perks. It is time to admit 
the homelands masterplan is a farce and a failure, and to 
stop throwing good money after bad.” 


SOWETAN 


Possible Banning of Biko Film—Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 27 July in its page 8 editorial comments on the 
government's handling of the film on Steve Biko, “Cry 
Freedom.” “Last year when the censors passed the film for 
viewing without cuts or age restrictions, everybody saw the 
dawn of enlightenment.” Now the minister of Home Affairs 
and Communications has instructed the Publications 
Appeal Board to reconsider its approval of the film. “Can 
anybody reasonably explain why it took Mr Botha six 
months to make up his mind?” 


CAPE TIMES 


Register of Journalists Condemned—Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 25 July says in a page 8 editorial it ts 
good that Minister of Home Affairs and Communications 
Stoffel Botha has now stated that the new regulation requir- 
ing media correspondents to be licensed by the government 
“was not meant to apply to newspapers,” and he would 
“change the provision if necessary to establish this in law.” 
CAPE TIMES urges him to “scrap the pernicious regulation 
altogether.” “The regulation introduces the principle of 
registering journalists—and therefore of deregistering them 
if the government does not like what they are writing. And 
experience has shown that assurances count for little when it 
comes to the crunch.” 


DIE VADERLAND 


‘Spirit of Reciprocal Violence’ Noted—The secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches, Frank Chikane, “has 
reason to be shocked about the hand grenade in his mail 
box,” remarks Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afn- 
kaans on 25 July in a page 10 editorial. “A spirit of 
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reciprocal violence has become evident in our community.” 
DIE VADERLAND believes that the hand grezade incident 
“can have positive results if i will cause certain religious 
leaders—and also other leaders—to be more careful about 
the effect of their words. We believe Chikane and others like 
Beyers Naud, Tutu. and Boesak are sincere when they 
damn violence. The danger is that this condemnation of 
violence can be neutralized by statements that the time has 
come where violence 1s the only option available, and is 
therefore justified. This can lead people to believe that 
violence is justified, and is the only option availablie...while 
the reform process is delayed, not by government, but by the 
unwillingness of black leaders to participate.” 


DIE BURGER 


PFP Improving Nationai Security Image—A page | 4 edito- 
nal in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 25 July 


says the forthcoming PFP congress will be asked to approve: 
“the gradual abolition of military conscription, replaced by 
a strong. nonracial army, supported by a volunteer reserve 
force, and the right of states to conduct limited preventive 
and pursual raids across their borders. It is understandable 
that the PFP should address national secunty at its federal 
congress, since it 1s the party's Achilles’ heel.” The PFP 
“hopes to satisfy its wild left wing as well as its tough right 
wing, while straightening out the party's weak national 
security image.” 


Chikane Israel Statement Criticized—A second editorial 
on the same page refers to Reverend Frank Chikane who 
“on behalf of the black South Africans’ declared Israel 
an ‘enemy’. “On behalf of whom does Chikane declare 
Israel an enemy? Possibly the same blacks upon whom 
Desmond Tutu and Dr Allan Boesak so eagerly wish 
sanctions, despite all the indications that they will cause 
these people immeasurable misery.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Peace Plan Principles To Restrain Conflict—* Possibly 
the greatest advantage of the set of principles laid down 
by the United States, South Africa, Angola, and Cuba to 
bring an agreement between these countries, is that the 
explosive situation in southwestern Africa has been 
frozen temporarily,” says a page 8 editorial in Windhoek 
DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 22 July. “Although 
they are only principles at this stage, it is evident that 
they will have a restraining effect on the spread of the 
conflict in the region.” 


Swaziland 


Diamini Reiterates Opposition to RSA Sanctions 
MB2507070088 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans OSSS GMT 25 Jul 88 


[Text] The prime minister of Swaziland, Mr Sotsha 
Diamini, has reemphasized the necessity of economic 
cooperation with South Africa for the welfare of the 
Swazi nation. Mr Diamini was the guest speaker at the 
official opening of the Lugogo Sun Hotel in Swaziland. 
He said the hotel and toucist industry have made a 
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considerable contribution to the economic development 
of Sv aziland an4 had created many job opportunities for 
the people of Swaziland. In an interview, Mr Diamini, 
sketched his country’s attitude toward sancti..s against 
South Africa. 


[Begin Dlamini recording in English] Swaziland has its 
established policy on this issue, that, for what it is 
worth—our cconomic situation or position—we are not 
in support of sanctions. It 1s a crucial question, bul we 
have made our stand quite clear at various international 
forum We have a reason not to support sanctions for 
our economy down here. [end recording] 


Zambia 


Investigation of ANC Residence Bombing Under Way 
MB2707182388 Lusake !iomestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] The minister of home affairs is still actively 
investigating the bombing of a house occupied by an 
African National Congress, ANC, family in [name indis- 
tinct] last Saturday. Minister Paul Malukutila told the 
ZAMBIA NEWS AGENCY that although it has not been 
established what sort of explosive device was used in the 
blast, [words indistinct] (?was following up the matter). 


So far no persons have been picked up in connection 
with the blast, but ANC spokesman Tom Sebina believes 
the people responsible for bombing the house were 
acting on behalf of the South Afmcan regime. 


The family of nine narrowly escaped death on Saturday 
night when the bomb exploded outside their home, 
shattering windows frames against [words indistinct] 
their home. 


Zimbabwe 


Army Officer Says Beira Corridor ‘Under Control’ 
4B2407165788 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 24 Jul 88 


[Text] The Zimbabwe National Army officer in charge of 
operations, Major General Sheba Gava, says the security 
situation in the Beira Corridor is now under control. He 
disclosed this when he addressed soldiers and farmers at 
a function at the Zimbabwe Military Academy in Gweru 
this morning. 


May Gen Gava said attempts to sabotage the Berra railway 
and pipeline by the South Africa-sponsored Aename ban- 
dits had been reduced because of the increasing effective- 
ness of the joint Zimbabwe-Mozambique force. 


Minister Vows Security Controls at Airstrips 
B2707180488 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] A cabinet minister has assured the natron that the 
government 1s taking measures to ensure that all private 
airstrips in Zimbabwe are not used by saboteurs. 
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The minister of state for security, Comrade Sydney 
Sekeramayi, told Parliament today that there are more 
than 400 private airstrips in the country. Most are on 
farms and the government concluded that some of them 
could be used for clandestine operations and destabili- 
zation activities against the state. 


He said meetings have been held with other security 
ministries and measures have been taken to ensure that 
the private airstrips do not continue to be a security risk 
to the country. 


Minister Sekeramayi said the government is also looking into 
the issue of ranger systems to boost the defense of the country. 


Minister Urges Death Penalty for Espionage 
MB2707045888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2110 GMT 26 Jul 88 


[Text] Harare July 26 SAPA—The death penalty must be 
made mandatory for all spies and armed commandoes 
found guilty of threatening the security of Zimbabwe, Polit- 
ical Affairs Minister Eddison Zvobgo said in Harare today. 


The national news agency, ZIANA, reports Mr Zvobgo 
told the Houses of Assembly that keeping such prisoners 
in jail for many years was an expensive security problem. 


“I suggest that the death penalty should be made man- 
datory in all these cases,” he said. 


Mr Zvobgo, who is a former minister of justice, legal and 
parliamentary affairs, said life imprisonment was a 
mockery in the judicial system of the country as convicts 
ended up serving only 14 to 20 years before they were 
released on parole. 


He said courts should be empowered to pass sentences 
on anyone found guilty of severe crimes warranting the 
life sentence in terms of years or use the unambiguous 
term “for the rest of his natural life.” 


He said the criminal law needed reform, particularly 
security legislations. 


“Our procedural law needs to be demystified and 
stripped of its insane formalism,” he said. 


The minister said people should be allowed to defend their 
rights without having to hire lawyers because what was 
important was justice and not “the archaic forms and the 
recitations required by our present law of civil procedure”’. 


Government Considers Easing Investment Controls 
MB2207201688 Harare Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 22 Jul 88 


[Text] A senior minister in the president’s office, Com- 
rade Joshua Nkomo, has assured would-be investors that 
the government is seriously considering easing controls, 
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which are causing hesitancy in people investing in the 
country. Comrade Nkomo was addressing members of 
the Bulawayo branch of the Zimbabwe National Cham- 
ber of Commerce today. 


He criticized local businessmen who leave the country to 
open up business in other countries, and try to export 
their products into Zimbabwe. 


Mugabe To Ask UK for Resettlement Funds 
MB2207173188 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 22 Jul 88 


[Text] The president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, has 
commended the farming community and agricultural 
[words indistinct] and projects which has made it possi- 
ble for him to win the second annual Africa prize for 
leadership for [words indistinct]. 


Comrade Mugabe was addressing a news conference at State 
House in Harare today. He said the award amounts to 
international recognition that Zimbabwe has made living 
for its people. The president said the communal and com- 
mercial farmers have contributed to the agricultural sector 
{words indistinct] get an award, but to make the nation 
self-sufficient in food and generate extra foreign currency. 


President Mugabe also said more than (735,000) families 
have been resettled in Zimbabwe, and the government 
will soon approach the British Government for addi- 
tional funds to improve the resettlement program. He 
said the government has revised the resettlement pro- 
gram and new ideas have been formulated. 


The president added that while agricultural production 
has improved since Zimbabwe's independence, many 
mistakes have been made, and they have to be corrected. 
He said there is need to build dams and to establish new 
water reservoirs in order for the communal farmers to 
expand their operations. 


On Mozambique, President Mugabe said hunger in the 
central [word indistinct] in that country would be 
reduced as soon as the South African-backed Renamo 
bandits are eliminated. The president noted that the 
situation in Mozambique is improving. 


Zimbabwe, FRG Sign Technical, Financial Accords 
MB2707175888 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 28 Jul 88 


[Text] The country’s social and economic development 
program will benefit from six technical and financial 
cooperation agreements between Zimbabwe and the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the FRG. 


The agreements would enable the Zimbabwean electric- 
ity supply authority to buy goods and services to reha- 
bilitate the country’s power supply network. They will 
also cover projects including the centralized train control 
system for the Bulawayo-Victoria Falls line. 


The agreements of more than 33 million dollars were 
signed by the senior minister of finance, economic 
planning and development, Comrade Bernard Chidzero, 
and the FRG ambassador to Zimbabwe (?Werner Kil- 
lian) in Harare today. 
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Benin 


Kerekou Receives Angolan Deputy Energy Minister 
AB2107064888 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 20 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] The Angolan deputy energy minister, (Carlos 
Amaral), was this morning received by the head of state, 
President Mathieu Kerekou. The Angolan deputy energy 
minister has just participated in the third meeting of the 
African Petroleum Producers Association in Cotonou. 
Their talks concerned bilateral cooperation. It was also 
an opportunity for the head of state to reaffirm the 
support of the Beninese people for the struggle of the 
Angolan people. This was stated by (Carlos Amaral) 
when he spoke to our reporter Fermand Azokpota: 


[Begin recording] The president of the People’s Republic 
of Benin expressed his full support to the struggle of the 
Angolan, Namibian, and South African peoples. We also 
used the opportunity to review bilateral cooperation. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Burkina Faso 


Cuba’s Castro Moncada Attack Anniversary Noted 
AB2307174988 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 23 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] Sentence me, it does not matter much, but 
history will acquit me. This sentence was pronounced 
offhand some 35 years ago by Fidel Castro, who, then a 
young lawyer, appeared before a tribunal as his own 
counsel for defense. [words indistinct] of international 
imperialism, he was tried for attacking the Moncada 
barracks, the Cuban second military fortress, on 26 July 
1953. [passage omitted] 


It is to commemorate the 35th anniversary of this heroic act 
by Fidel Castro that an exhibition began this morning at the 
Mohamed Maiga Press House. Comrade Arsene Bongnes- 
san Ye, the national coordinator of the people’s organiza- 
tions, cut the symbolic tape to open the exhibition which 
will enable the militants of the People’s Democratic Revo- 
lution to understand the significance and the entire history 
of the 26 July 1953 attack. [passage omitted] 


Today, it is an honor for Burkina Faso to celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the Moncada attack. The Cuban ambassador 
to Burkina Faso said that the Cuban mission and he himself 
are very satisfied with the anniversary and expressed their 
active solidarity with the Burkinabe people who should 
understand the importance that Cubans attach to the 26 
July 1953 attack. [passage omitted] 
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Government To Ask For Changes in Debt Servicing 
AB2807075888 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] The weekly cabinet meeting was held today, 
27 July at 0900 under the chairmanship of Comrade 
Captain Blaise Compaore, chairman of the Popular 
Front and head of state and government. The cabinet 
examined items on its agenda. [passage omitted] 


It examined a detailed report on problems concerning 
debt servicing. Burkina Faso, like several developing 
countries, has in recent years experienced the negative 
impact of an international environment characterized, 
among other things, by the fall in prices of raw materials 
and the reduction of public development aid. 


In view of the situation and in view of our firm desire to 
honor our obligations to our financial partners in conditions 
compatible with the objectives of our 5-year development 
plan, the cabinet has decided to call the attention of our 
bilateral creditors to the need to reduce or failing that, to 
reschedule our bilateral debt, and to the need to establish a 
program for the payment of overdue debts. 


The cabinet stressed the need to immediately adapt our 
policy of contracting debts to current requirements by 
regulating in particular the conditions for awarding state 
grants, and ways to manage State guarantees. Finally the 
cabinet decided to establish shortly an autonomous body 
to rationally manage public debt. [passage omitted] 


Concerning the Ministry of Popular Defense and Secu- 
rity, the cabinet heard an oral report on the conclusions 
of a training course in Abidjan from 25 April to 5 May 
1988 on the repression of illicit drug trafficking and drug 
abuse. In view of the importance of this issue, the cabinet 
decided to establish an interministerial body to control 
this problem in line with the national program for 
prevention and social rehabilitation. [passage omitted] 


Ghana 


Obeng Meets UK’s Thatcher, Asks For Assistance 
AB2707192488 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] A member of the PNDC, Mr P.V. Obeng, has 
appealed to donor countries to step up their assistance to 
countries that have embarked upon structural adjust- 
ment programs. This is because the benefit can be 
mutual. Mr Obeng said if receiving countries succeed in 
solving their economic and social problems, the donor 
nations will benefit in terms of an increase in the volume 
of trade. Mr Obeng, who is also the chairman of the 
committee of secretaries, made the appeal when he paid 
a courtesy call on the British prime minister, Mrs Mar- 
garet Thatcher, at her office in London. He told her in 
frank and cordial talks which lasted 40 minutes that 
Ghana realizes the need to stand on her own feet. But he 
said, the fact that we live in a world of interdependence, 
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in which everyone should be his brother's keeper. 
demands that she seeks external assistance in her quest 
to improve the quality of life for her people. Mr Obeng 
said through the invaluable assistance of the British 
Government and other friendly countries and institu- 
tions, Ghana is trying to lay the foundation for a pro- 
ductive and growing economy. 


Tremendous success has been recorded since the launch- 
ing of the economic recovery program 5 years ago. But 
these have resulted in a number of problems which the 
government needs to solve with the continued assistance 
of friendly countries. The PNDC member said Ghana has 
tremendous potential for investment in several fields 
including the timber sector. He told Mrs Thatcher that 
through efficient management, courage, and determined 
efforts of the PNDC, Ghana has achieved an average 
growth rate of more than 5 percent over the past 3 years. 
The country has also created, through its new investment 
law, a congenial atmosphere for private sector involve- 
ment in expanding the base of the national production. 
Mr Obeng invited British investors to join the PNDC in 
partnership in running some state-owned enterprises 
which are being privatized. He also briefed Mrs Thatcher 
on efforts to contain the social cost of adjustment arising 
from the recovery program. The PNDC member thanked 
the British Governmant for its assistance to Ghana and 
expressed the hope that as a country with long historical 
and political ties with Ghana, Britain would not only 
increase her support, but also use her great influence on 
her partners in the EEC to assist Ghana. 


Mrs Thatcher expressed her delight at the way the PNDC 
has tackled Ghana’s economic problems. She noted that 
although structural adjustment programs are by their 
very nature difficult and unpopular, Ghanaians will, in 
time, accept the measures as the only way of achieving 
economic breakthrough. Mrs Thatcher was also happy at 
the involvement of Ghanaian women in all aspects of the 
country’s development. She wished Ghana well in all her 
endeavors, adding that the British Governemnt looks at 
the kind of political will and courage as demonstrated by 
the PNDC in offering assistance. [passage omitted] 
Ghana’s high commissioner to Britain, Dr Joe Abbey, 
and the secretary for lands and natural resources, Mr 
Kwame Peprah, were present at the talks. 


Earlier, Mr Obeng and his delegation had met the foreign 
and comonwealth secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, at his 
office. The minister of state for African affairs, Mrs 
Lynda Chalker, and the minister of state in charge of 
overseas development Mr Chris Patten, also held wide- 
ranging talks with Mr Obeng at his hotel. 


Mr Obeng has flown to Bonn for a day’s working visit during 
which he will hold discussions with West German officials. 
A source close to the Ghana High Commission in London 
said his presence in West Germany may be related to recent 
indications that that country is considering writing off some 
of Ghana’s debts. The source said Mr Obeng is optimistic 
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that West Germany will respond positively in view of 
Ghana’s proven determination to institute economic, social, 
and political structures that would enable her to enter the 
2Ist century with confidence 


Embezzlement Defies Anti-Corruption Drive 
AB2707200588 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It seems that hardly a week goes by in Ghana 
without news of some financial scandal in one public 
Organization or another. Jerry Rawlings’ PNDC govern- 
ment keeps mounting campaign against corruption, but 
it is apparently fighting a losing battle. Even top mem- 
bers of the PNDC have expressed concern about an 
alarming spate of embezzlement in treasury offices and 
other institutions and this week the local press has been 
reporting on two more scandals. From Accra, Ajoa 
Yeboah Afari telexed this report. 


[Begin Afari recording] The first example concerns the 
Juapong Textile Company whose new board was inaugu- 
rated this week. Mr Williams Adder, the chairman of the 
State Enterprises Commission, told the board that there had 
been serious mismanagement and embezzlement in the 
company. He said this was a failure on the part of the 
workers who had been given governmental support when 
they took the company over 3 years ago. At the time this was 
seen as a revolutionary action. Mr Adder said investigations 
had shown that workers in the company illegally allocate to 
themselves about 47 million cedis worth of textile every 
month. Even more startling was the case of one customer 
who obtained 60 million cedis worth of textiles every 2 years 
despite the fact that every one of the 22 checks that she 
issued was bounced by her bank. 


Today's papers also report that eight staff workers of the 
Ghana Industrial Holding Corporation are suspected of 
financial irregularities. In the last few months several 
astonishing cases of embezzlements had come to light. 
Three members of the Ghana National Trading Corpora- 
tion were charged with embezzling (730) million cedis, 11 
officials of the Ghana Commercial Bank were tried for 
misappropriating 94 million cedis and 2 salesmen from 
the Achimota Brewery Company were accused of stealing 
35 million from their employers. But the prize-winning 
example of them all must be the alleged embezzlement of 
778 million cedis by the former acting accountant general 
between 1983 and 1985. A special prosecutor described it 
as the greatest single detected fraud in the history of 
Ghana when the trial started in January. 


There is a belief that the astronomical rise in the cost of 
living has a lot to do with the inability of those with access 
to public funds to resist temptation. Even capital punish- 
ment does not seem to be enough of a deterrent. The 
government, which has sworn to fight corruption to the 
death, does not have an enviable task. [end recording] 
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Liberia 


UPP Calls for Establishment of Kingdom 
AB2707180088 Monrovia ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 27 Jun 88 


[Text] The United People’s Party [UPP] says it is pub- 
licly appealing to Prof (Elbert Dunn), the 1988 indepen- 
dence day orator to amend his recommendation for a 
one-party state and to call instead for a partyless state 
which would be truly consistent with the cultural heri- 
tage of the Liberian people. In a release issued today, 
UPP said that Professor (Dunn) should understand that 
even a one-party state is a foreign ideology since the 
concept of a political party as an institution is alien to 
the traditional values of Liberia. 


UPP went on to say it is regrettable that Profesor 
(Dunn’s) concern for the traditional values and culture 
of Liberia did not extend to a call from him for the 
abolition of the three branches of government since the 
principle of the separation of powers is equally an alien 
concept. The party said Professor (Dunn) should go 
further and call for the establishment of a kingdom as it 
was in the days of King Longpeter, King Botswa, and old 
King George. UPP said it wishes to repeat that the 
Liberian people knew what they were doing when they 
prepared and approved a Constitution which requires a 
multiparty democracy. 


Mali 


Drought Refugees From Timbuktu Cross Into Algeria 
AB2007170388 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 20 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Western aid officials in northern Mali are claim- 
ing that there is an exodus of Malians from the region 
around Timbuktu. They are apparently fleeing years of 
drought and famine and they are heading across the 
border with Algeria into the big refugee camps at Tin- 
douf. Tens of thousands of refugees from Western 
Sahara are already at Tindouf. They are there because of 
the war between Moroccan forces and Polisario guerrilas 
and there are speculations over how an influx of Malians 
would affect any future UN referendum over the West- 
ern Sahara. Our correspondent Gerald Bourke has just 
been up to Timbuktu. He cabled this report: 


[Begin announcer recording] The aid workers said they 
became aware of the traffic about 2 months ago. They said 
that most of the Malians being moved are elderly people 
from northern Mali, those who find it most difficult to come 
to terms with the drought that has decimated livestock 
heads and ruined crops in recent years. It is possible the 
Malians are being used for political reasons by Polisario 
under any United Nations possible referendum to decide 
the future of the Western Sahara. 
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According to Polisario’s interpretation of the rules, the 
refugees living in camps in Algeria would get a vote. But 
whether the Malians will actually be counted in any such 
referendum remains unclear. It is also possible that the 
Malians are traveling to the camps of their own free will to 
avail themselves of the food and other supplies there. One 
aid worker has said she has seen a convoy of five trucks of 
Malians near the remote Taoudenni salt mines. The mines 
are situated about 100 km northwest of Timbuktu, half- 
way to the Saharan refugee camps at Tindouf in south- 
western Algeria. The lack of proper routes makes the 
desert crossing extremely difficult and it can take several 
days. This traffic is difficult to detect at the border but the 
Malian and Algerian authorities appear to be aware of it. 
The Algerians summoned the governor of Timbuktu ear- 
lier this month, apparently to express concern over the 
increase influx of people into the camps around Tindouf. 
They are estimated to be about | 70,000 Saharans living in 
the camps. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Babangida Ends Cape Verde Visit; Returns 1i Jul 
AB1907095288 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] Nigeria is to assist the Republic of Cape Verde in the 
establishment of a polytechnic. This is one of the agree- 
ments reached between the two countries during a 3-day 
working visit of President Ibrahim Babangida. Up till now 
there is no institution of higher learning in the island state. 
The president’s visit also afforded the two countries the 
Opportunity to formally endorse the technical aid corps 
agreement under which Nigerian doctors, teachers, and 
engineers are already serving in Cape Verde. They agreed to 
reinforce the mechanism for surveillance against the dump- 
ing of nuclear and industrial wastes in each other’s territory. 
Experts from both countries are to meet to finalize agree- 
ments on air service, fishing rights, and the sale of Nigeria’s 
petroleum products to Cape Verde. 


In a communique issued at the end of General 
Babangida’s visit, both countries reaffirmed their total 
commitment to economic cooperation with the West 
African subregion. To this end, they called on the ECOWAS 
member states to implement urgentiy all agreements and 
protocols of the organization and harmonize their economic 
policies along the lines of the Lagos plan of action. On 
southern Africa, both Presidents Babangida and Aristides 
Pereira welcomed the recent moves to negotiate the peaceful 
settlement to the Angola crisis. 


Gen Babangida returned to Lagos last night. In an 
interview with airport correspondents, the president said 
the visit was to further strengthen existing cordial rela- 
tions between Nigeria and Cape Verde. He said the 
leader of that country has visited Nigeria 4 times and 
that it was only fair to reciprocate the visits. 
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Loading of Koko Toxic Waste Starts 27 Jul 
AB2707222788 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[Text] A three-man delegation from Ghana today in Lagos 
paid a courtesy call on the minister of works and housing, 
Brigadier Mamman Kontangora, in connection with the 
dumping of toxic waste in Nigeria. The delegation was led 
by the deputy chairman of Ghana’s Environmenta! Protec- 
tion Council, retired Lieutenant Colonel Christine K. 
Debrah. Brig Kontangora annnounced that a decree on the 
issue was being debated. He warned that the death penalty 
would be taken against anyone found to be involved in 
further attempts to dump industrial waste in Nigeria. The 
minister expressed the federal government’s appreciation to 
the Ghanaian Government for its concern over the Koko 
waste dump. Brig Kontangora also commended African 
leaders for their common stand against the dumping of 
waste on the continent. 


Earlier, retired Lt Col. Debrah used the occasion to 
appeal to both countries to ward off all attempts by 
industrialized countries to convert Africa into a dump- 
ing ground for their industrial waste. She stressed the 
need to subject every prospective investor in the conti- 
nent to thorough screening. According to her, every 
industrial activity should receive an environmental 
impact assessment certificate. 


A Radio Nigeria correspondent reports that the loading 
of the repackaged toxic waste at Koko into an Italian 
ship commenced today. Another Italian ship is also on 
its way to Nigeria to help in the evacuation. 


Waste Issue Requested To Be Debated at UN 
AB1907175488 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 9 Jul 88 


[Text] Nigeria has formally requested the United 
Nations secretary general, Javier Perez de Cuellar, to 
include for discussion the dumping of nuclear and indus- 
trial waste in Africa on the agenda of the next session of 
the General Assembly. The country’s request was for- 
warded to the secretary general by Swaziland’s perma- 
nent representative to the UN, Mr Timothy Dlamini in 
his capacity as the chairman of the African group at the 
United Nations. 


A correspondent of the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA 
in New York said that in an explanatory memorandum, 
Nigeria requested Mr Dlamini to take urgent steps to 
include the issue in the UN agenda for September and 
inform the permanent mission of OAU member states. 


The last OAU summit had declared the dumping of 
nuclear and industrial waste in Africa a crime against the 
African peoples. It condemned the (?transnational) cor- 
poration and enterprises involved in sending such waste 
to the continent and demanded that they should clean up 
the areas that were already contaminated by them. 
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Polish Envoy Speaks on Anniversary of Relations 
AB2607194188 Lago: Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 26 Jul 88 


[Text] Nigeria’s relations with Poland have been 
described as cordial and promising. The Polish charge 
d'affaires in Lagos, Dr (Jerzy Marek Czarzak) made the 
observation in a statement to mark the 26th year of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. Dr (Marek Czarzak) noted that although the 
global economic recession had affected the volume of 
trade between the two countries, efforts were being made 
to improve on existing commercial ties. 


He said Poland shared similar views with Nigeria on a 
wide range of issues, adding that this occasion would 
afford both countries the opportunity to reflect and 
improve On existing ties between them. 


Government Criticized for Handling of Unions 
AB2707175788 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 27 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Nigerian federal military Government 1s 
under increasing fire for its handling of the country’s 
unions. It took over the running of the powerful Nigerian 
Labor Congress, NLC, it has banned the University Staff 
Unions, and bank workers started a work-to-rule last 
week over the detention of 2 number of their union 
leaders. But the government is already taking some 
(?sticks) from Nobel Prize winner Wole Soyinka. He 
accused the government of abandoning its declared 
human rights policy and adopting harsh measures to 
terrorize the nation. Well, Prof Soyinka has now had 
another go and so have the country’s lawyers. From 
Lagos, Tunde Obadina telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] In a press briefing last 
week, Mr Alawa Akabashuon, president of the Nigerian Bar 
Association, expressed his association’s great concern at 
what it sees as the eroding of the rights of expression. Wole 
Soyinka has also come out with further criticism of the 
government. In an article published today in the Lagos- 
based newspaper, THE GUARDIAN, Soyinka calls on the 
government to embark on dialogue rather than proscription 
to solve Nigeria’s critical problems. According to Soyinka, 
President Babangida’s government has called into question 
its commitment to the declared principles for which he 
received the trust of Nigerians. The release of the trade 
union leaders held in detention, says Soyinka, will be the 
first step on the path of open dialogue. 


The government, however, does not accept that its human 
rights record has been affected by recent developments. The 
employment, labor, and productivity minister, Alhaji Abu- 
bakar Umar, said yesterday that the banning of some trade 
unions was not a violation of the government’s human 
rights posture. He told the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA 
that the government’s action was meant to protect the 
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interests and welfare of all Nigerians against the narrow 
interests of some groups. Human rights, he said, is not a 
one-way traffic. No trade union, he declared, has a right to 
take any action which adversely affects the welfare and 
rights of others. No responsible government will allow the 
kinds of things that some of the organizations are asking for. 


Meanwhile yesterday, security men at the Nigeria-Benin 
frontier seized the diplomatic passport of the general 
secretary of the Organization of African Trade Union 
Unity, Alhaji Hassan Sunmonu, who has come home to 
celebrate Salah. He was on his way back to his base in 
Accra, Ghana. According to the union leader, no reason 
was given for the seizure. [end recording] 


Insurance Workers Begin ‘Indefinite Strike’ 
AB1907122888 Paris AFP in English 0949 GMT 
19 Jul 88 


[Text] Lagos, July 19 (AFP)}—All workers at two Nige- 
rian Government-owned insurance companies began an 
indefinite strike Monday [18 July] to back up their 
demand for increases in salary, according to reliable 
sources here. The 3,200 workers of the National Insur- 
ance Corporation of Nigeria [NICON] and the Nigerian 
Reinsurance Corporation (Nigeria-Re) are calling for 
higher wages, and removal from the civil service salary 
Structure because they generate funds for the govern- 
ment, the source stated. 


WEST AFRICA 


The workers began the strike after a one-month ultima- 
tum given to the managements of their companies to 
meet their demands expired. An official of the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Development said Monday 
the workers had not exploited all available avenues for 
negotiations before they embarked on the strike. 


Togo 


Eyadema Receives Burkinabe Foreign Minister 
AB1907135588 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 19 Jul 88 


[Text] The head of state this morning received Jean-Marc 
Palm, the minister of foreign affairs of Burkina Faso. Yaovi 
Adodo, member of the Central Committee and minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, was present at the meeting. 
At the end of their talks, the envoy of the Burkinabe leader, 
Captain Blaise Compaore, spoke to the press. Jean-Marc 
Palm stated that his visit to Togo and his meeting with the 
president, General Eyadema, are aimed at reviewing the 
excellent relations of good-neighborliness and cooperation 
existing between Lome and Ouagadougou. 


[Begin Palm recording] As you know, Togo and Burkina 
Faso are members of a number of subregional organiza- 
tions, for example, ECOWAS. You are also aware of the 
relations of friendship and good-neighborliness existing 
between Burkina Faso and Togo, and between the peo- 
ples of the two countries. These are some of the topics we 
discussed, as well as economic and political issues both 
at the bilateral and continental levels. [end recording] 
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